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DECISIONS.,

I have made a decision.
trepidation,
sideration.
even done anything,

With this issue,
not really. More accurately,

I may regret it.

I didn’'t realize it until a couple of weeks ago,

I have been somewhat self-employed.
it’s because the situation is highly qualified.

years,
qualifiers here,
ungualify itself later.)

By the time this issue of DoS is published,

DECISIONS

I have severe misgivings about it and great
and it follows in the wake of careful consideration and recon-

May, hell;
but the decision is (at least temporarily) irrevocable.

DON-0-SAUR becomes a sort of semi-prozine.
it becomes part of my "business.”

I regret it already, and I haven’t

Well, no,
but for the past five
(If I seem to be using a lot of
It may

I will have attained my 62nd

birthday, which means that I can start collecting my Social Security benefit-

s. But it doesn’t kick in automatically;

Security has to apply for it.
S0 I finally applied, two whole months before my birthday.

Social Security vanted a lot of information from me--date of
birth, military service, marital status, etc; they vant documen-
tation. I can’t imagine why they asked for such information;
they obviously already know more about me than I kaow about
ayself. ~
fhey knew I'd beea self-eaployed, and I dida't. I'd beea
reporting ay acaval §1,500 or so froa the Deaver Post as ‘other®
income for the five years that I've beeo writing the SF review
colusn; and last year, for some reason, I just lumped it in with
vages and salaries. Social Security, and presusably the IRS,
considers it self-eaployment income. The Social Security people
strongly suggested that I file amended tax returos for the past
three years. ‘Othervise, if you're audited, you may bave to pay
a penalty in addition to whatever back tares might be due.” The

anyone who wants to collect Social

inplication was clear that am audit was highly prebable if I
didn’t refile. It was also strongly advised that I get the
foras prepared by a CPA, I might have done better to have
shopped around or takea bids or something, but I was ip kiad
of a barry to get it taken care of, and I suspect that CPAs
constitute a club and all charge about the same rates for tax
preparation. fthe last time I had anyome.else prepare 2y -
incose tar returss, he bad just raised bis rates to §$65, and
that vas seven or eight years age, so I wasa’t surprised to
learn that the going rate is nmow §75. That's for ORE year.
Por three years, it's three times that.

Ouch! Shit!
And then it turned out that for two of those years I did owe
back taxes. The first time he figured it, N.J. Winkler, (PR,

bad ae owing soaething like $150 for each of the three years,
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but I lost ay teaper and foriously demasded to koow if he’d
taken into account ny expenses for those years.

*Khat expenses?®
*Well, some of the itews onder miscellaneous deductions--can’t

those count as bosiness expenses? Books and magazines and
travel to SF conventions, that sort of thing?*

¥ell, sure they could, but I bad to spend more time sorting
throogh y cbecks and receipts and other records for the various
yesrs and deciding whick vere (or could be) related to vy Post
colurn as distinguished from those related to my teaching.

On the second and final calculation, I still owed pearly $200,
bot that seemed so much better tban tbe original $450 estimate
that I just grinned vweakly as I wrote the checks., But bere’s the
point:

If T bad realized that I vas self-employed, I could bave kept
better records of ay expenses related to self-exploynent and
could probably bave shovn an actual loss for each of the three
years and eight have even ended up getting & refund.

Surely, if I bad been able to deduct my expenses for publish-
ing DOR-0-SAUR last year, it could have reduced my tazes soae,
even though I did only one issue in 1988, It still cost a lot,
in terss of paper, vear on the copier and especially postage.

Well, it's too late to do aoytbing about last year.

b, but TBIS year...!

fhis is the fourth issue of DoS this year. I bave established
a quarterly publication schedule, bave I pot? And a fev people
bave been offering money in exchange for copies. I'd previously
thought about (and dismissed) the idea of setting a subscription
rate and 2 per-copy price. Seemed like too much trouble.

Well, sitvations do cbange. I‘ve reconsidered, and, most
reluctantly, vith trepidation and severe misgivings, I bave

reached a decision.
Fith this issue DOK-c-SAUR becores part of sy "business.®

Thompson

Benceforth, I vill accept money for it; I'm setting an offi-
cial subscription rate of $8 per year, and 1'11 bave a cover
price of §2.50. I nigbt evep accept advertising, if ap-
proached persuasively enough.

Rov, all this requires some explanation and elaboration,
along with some exploration of its ramifications. There's
pothing simple or straighbtforvard about any of this. I'a
being speaky. Devious, I'm employing an elaborate subter-
fuge. I's sure you'l] understand, and I'e pretty sure it'll
satisfy the IRS, especially if I can brisg syself to keep more
aeticulous records than I'm accustored to,

There’s nuck more to the *business,* of course, than just
DON-0-SAOR. It's a relatively seall part. I am prirarily a
free-lance vriter, right? fhe bulk of Ey self-exployment
income comes from writing book reviews. Hey, just the other
day I sold a 1,000-word reviev of Clive Barker's pew movel,
*fhe Ereat and Secret Show® to Elood Review for the primcely
sur of §10!) I occasionally do write fiction and try to sell
it. I'm also a book dealer, again. Kany years ago, in the
very early years of the first incarnation of DOR-o-SAUR, I
established a tax-writeoff book business called SCORPION Books
and actvally sold some books and magazioes. I‘m pot going to
call it SCORPION this time, but I's back iz the book business,
specializing in advance-proof copies of receat SF and fantasy.
(There will be a catalog supplement in this issue of DoS.)
What else? Well, I cao charge for the use of my copier so
that all expepses with it can be deductible. (That's almost
enough right there to guarantee an annual loss on the bus-
iness, though I understand I can't take a loss every year.)

Ae I saking ay nain point perfectly clear? I’m not in busi-
pess to make a ®illion dollars; great wealth vas npever apd is
pot nov one of my life goals. But if the government is going
to insist that I aw self-eaployed, I intend to get full bepe-

FEN]
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fit of the condition. According to my preliminary calculations
(and bear in miad that I aa oot exactly a world-famous mathe-
aatician), it should be possible for me to actually increase ay
self-employaent income significantly while at the same time
reducing ay tazes by claiming ALL pernissible business expeases.

Now, vhat does all this mean for DOR-o-SAOR readers? Are you
going to be sumsarily dropped from the mailing list if you doa’t
cough up some money real quick?

Rah! Tou know better tham that. DOR-0-SAUR's distributien
teras rexain essentially the same ever--"the usual.® If you loc
occasionally, or trade, or sead artwork, or are is any of the
apas that I'm i, you're safe. (I've got to keep the mailing
list above the magic 200 figure anyvay, you know.} Hames will
be (and are now) dropped if I get no response after a reasonable
tine, but that won't be because you haven’t seat money. The
oaly real difference is that I will now accept somey froa people
vho want to buy individual issues or to subscribe. (Aad I here-
by proaise to try to keep track of who pays, and how auch.)

The worst that can happen in this scesario {and the source of ay
trepidation and sisgivings) is that either DOR-o-SAUR or the
book business (or both) should become a huge seccess. If two or
three buadred people suddenly decide to sead me §8 each for Do§
subscriptions, I'a goana be in real trouble, (Maybe I should
set the subscription rate at §50 a gear?) If I get so many book
orders that I have to spead eight (or even six or even four)
bours a day filling them, I'11 be in even worse trouble,

So I'd like to ask your cooperation:

Don't tell too many people about me, Don’t urge them to sead
pe aoney. If it’s soxeome you really trust aod think might enjoy
reading (aod loccing) DOR-o-SAUR, well, okay; you're doing that
anyvay, soae of you. That's fime. But please, don’t go out of
your vay to spread the word, I don’t WART a circulation of much

Thompson

nore than 200, Counting PAPA, it’s closer to 300 now, and
that's big enough, thanks.

Also, please, don't order a book from me unless you really
WANT it and can’t get the same book at a comparable price froa
someone else, okay? Don’t think you're automatically doing me
a favor by buying books from me. §ioce I'1l be dealing pri-
aarily in advance-proof copies with outrageous prices, that
should effectively limit ay clientele, but we'll see...

208

I'a sure I have other things to talk about in this issue of
DoS, but I wanted to get this matter clarified first. Aoy
questions?

And meanwhile, does anyone bave any good suggestions for the
naae of ay oev book business? Obvicusly it should be some-
thing prehistoric, something related to dinosaurs... Diplode-
cus? Tfriceratops? Broato Books? :

Rever nind; I'1l think of something, (See the supplement in-
cluded ia this issue to learn what I decided.)

Roads Not taken

Night it give aore legitimacy to my claia that Don-o-Saur is
part of ay business if I run occasional book reviews? Rever
pind; it’'s a aoot question. I's going to include bock revievs
po matter what; they're part of my nature, but I'a aot going
to review a book right now, anyway. I dida’t read all of
*One” by Richard Bach {of "Jonathan Livingston Seaqull® fame)
or even very much,

fhe book had been loaned to me by an AA friend and I felt I
should read eoough of it to get an idea of its conteat. I gave
up aot loag after I got to the last line of the Preface {or

Poreword or whatever).
fhe line is °¥hat if science proves to be true?® (referring
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to that aspect of quantum theory binting at a multiplicity of
universes). The idea is at least as old in SF as Nurray Lefa-
ster’s 1934 povel in Astounding, "Sidewise in Time,® and probab-
1y even older; it bas provided inspiratios for some of the most
eotertaining and ingenious SP ever written, Where vould Simon
Bawke and Barry Turtledove be without the comcept that endless
alternate universes come ioto existemce every time any kind of
choice is rade? But the idea is apparently brand pev to Richard
Bach, who probably got it froz °The Danciag Wu Li Masters® er

“"fhe Yao of Physics.”

Bach's story, as nearly as I can tell from reading the jacket

“ blurbs and the first 35 pages, is an imtrospective rendition of

the old question: °¥bat would bave bappened if I badn’t married
the wonao I did, and what if ve could go back aod talk to our-
selves in the various altersate timelines?® The ansver seews to
be that we could write a vhole book by trasscribing the enmsuing
coaversations.

Hagbe I should try again to read the book, but any author who
asks "what if science turns out to be true?® bas a such a rad-

~ically different view of reality from minpe that I bave difficul-

- ty conprebending it.

Bey, fella, don't be so damn judgmental! Bach has gottea rich

“'yith bis fuzzy viev of reality; aod anyvay, it is kiod of fun to

1%

“play the "what if?" game, if gou don’t take it too seriously.

I don't pretend to begin to uoderstand quantum theory, except
tbat in gemeral it applies on the subatomic level and doesn’t
pecessarily bave any relevance to the level of existeace op
which our daily lives functioa. I doubt that there are really a
nultitude of Don C. Thompsons pursuing a multitude of different
lifelines in endless alternate universes. Aod even if there
are, it doesn’t matter, because there’'s no way I can find out
vhat those others are doing or comsupicate with them in aey way.
Al I can do is speculate, which is all that the best and the

Thompson

vorst science fiction vriters are doimg--and all that Richard

Bach does.
And anyvay speculation is the very esseace of science fic-

tioa.

And another anyway is that I once speat a year (when I was
32) writing a book based on an idea very similar to Bach’s.
Actually ny idea vas the one that was later the basis of tvwo
bighly successful movies--"Back to the Puture® and “Peggy Sue
Got Warried.® Ko, I’m not alleging plagiarisa. The idea
vasn’t all that oev when I tried to use it, Ky novel was never
published--never even finished. I got bogged down in detail,
and too immersed in memories when I should have been worryinog
about reader interest, suspense, plot twists, atmospbere, etc.
*Innocence Revisited® was my first attespt at writiog my aute-
biography, and I was 20 or 30 years too early with it.

NOt that I‘11 ever try a full autobiography again. Kine
appears in bits and pieces througbout some 56 issues of DOR-o-
SAOR and in scattered other apazimes, and that will have to
suffice. I think it’s more than emough. The very best use of
the "past revisited® idea that I've seen is in Ken Grimwood’s
sovel, °‘Replay,” where the protagonist bas oot just onme but
pany opportunities to improve on his first lifetime, and the
hero is able to make sigoificant changes in the course of
events--not just in his owa life but in national and woerld
affairs--and a more or less rational explanation is offered
for the experiences.

By comparison, my story vas terribly uoizaginative, Kot only
vas I upable to think of any reasom for my 32-year-old self
vaking up in ay 16-year-old body, I found myself uoable, while
vriting the thing, to make any improveseots, or any changes of
any kind, in the course of »y life as it had actually been
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lived. That was something of a personal disappointaent. After
all, the conscious motivation for writing the book--it was
gubtitled "A Wish FPulfillaeat®--vas to go back and in imagina-
tion at least undo the damage that I had dose to myself aad
others whes I was 16, I was trying to find the point at which I
could bave decided pot to embark on a burglary career. I
coulda't find it., Bven dramatizing and fictiopalizing the
episode, equipping the adolescent version of myself with an
adult point of view and the judgment of maturity, I found ay-
self belplessly watching as I said and did all the same dush
things agaia. -

I'e sure I considered making that the whole point of ny novel,
but I was siaply too discouraged to finish it, The macuscript
is buried in a bor somewhere deep in my closet of anyieties, and
I bave no inteation of closely eramining it again, But whea I
start playiag the "vhat if® game--what would ay life be like if
I bad nade one choice imstead of another at some crucial point
in ay life?--that’s a patural poiat to start with. For onme
thing, that was the age at which I first started making ay ovo
choices. Until then, they’'d all been made for me. I dida't
choose to grow up in Laranie, Wyo. (If I'd had a choice, I'd
have resained in Deaver when we aoved there for ay health in
1940; sany years later I realized that I could bave atteaded
DBAVENTIOR I in 1941 if I'd been here thea and koown about it.)
I had 0o choice about attending Baptist church and Sunday School
and pretending to take seriously the nonsense being purveyed
there, pretending to be a good Baptist youth--pretending to be
good. On a deep level I reseated the necessity for pretense,
and ay conclusion in the process of writing ay book was that I
had very little conscious choice about the fora thbat my inmevit-
able rebellion took.

Aoyvay, I'm convinced now, 30 years after ay first serious
atteapt at literary self-eramination, that ay life would have

Thompson

turned out pretty auch as it did, with or without the burglary
escapade, If it bado't been that, it undoubtedly would have
been something else equally disqraceful, and I would still
bave found it erpedient to enter the Aray right out of bigh
school (though the GI Bill benefits would have been a coapell-
ing enough reason to join the Army, evea without that.) I
would still have come back home to attead the University of
Wyoming and would still have majored in journalisa, to which I
bad pretty definitely committed nyself evea while in high
school, aad I would still have met and married Carolyu...

You know, when I try to imagioe alternate universes, infini-
tely forking timelines, I have ao trouble visualiziag any
puaber of thea which contaia mo Don C. Thompsom (o me, I
sean; any and all branches of reality contaio an abunodance of
Doo Thoapsons). I had ample opportunity in iafancy and cbild-
hood to be phased out of existence; at times it was a matter
of mere ninutes, vheo it vas virtually a toss-up as to whether
I would keep on breathing or not.

the one that I reaeaber most vividly vas vhen I bad the ear
infection {at age 16} in the wake of scarlet fever. The pres-
sure vag building up steadily and excruciatingly; the doctoer
bad to come all the way from Cheyenne late at night; it was at
least an bour’s dangerous drive in those days, I koev that if
be didn't get there in time, 2y whole bead was goirg to ex-
plode like a puapkin with a boab inside it (aany years before
*Scanoers®). As it happeaed, the doctor arrived about two
piputes after I thought the blast was due. Wheo he stuck the
peedle ioto ny ear, puncturing the eardrom aad allowing the
poison to gush out (and I mean it gushed!) I decided to try
breathing again and magbe even keep on living. It wasa’t just
ay inagination; it was a close call, There bad been others
earlier that I doo’t remeaber so vell, That was merely the
latest one--and the last of ay severe illnesses.
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- no way I could have ever considered becoming a railroader.
- occupation pever had the slightest appeal for me. I wanted to be
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§0 I can easily inagine any oumber of timelimes bramching off
froa before my 16th year in which I and my progeny bave no role.
Bot wheo I {or someone else) asks me, "What would bave happeaed
if you'd decided to take a different course of action instead of
the ooe actually taken at a certain tise?” I bave trouble even
idéntifying those certain times when the crucial decisions bad

to be nade.
#bat would my life have been like if I'd decided to be a

" railroader like my father instead of a journalist?

Io this universe, there's sieply

It’s a zeaningless question,
fhe

a chemist or an astronomer uatil I learned that thosa occupa-
tions involved math. After that I wanted to be a writer.
I stiFl vant to be a writer. Rewspapering aod college profess-
oring were mere compromises. '
MI right, back to the theme of Bach’s book, what would have
bappesed if I'd decided to marry someone other tham Carolyn?
Aootber weaningless question. I’ve never been certain that

- marrying Carolyn vas my idea anyvay; Carolyn has always claimed

LR

o8

it was ber decision and I can't prove othervise, I felt that I
narried the first girl who would bave me. Bo one else was ever
io the ruoning.

Host of the crucial decision points of my life, as I try to
ezanine them in retrospect, are like that: the decision vas
pever estirely in ay bands. There might bave been a fork in the
road, but there was seldom any real question as to which fork I
vould take. I took the ome that was possible, in most cases.

In nost of the others, I took the obvious one--the easiest, if
jou want to put it that way. Isa't that what we all do?

But let me see if I can’t come up with at least a few examples
of decisions that I might bave made that could have resulted in
ay life being different from what it is pov....

Bell,

Thompson

Long pause bere; this is tough! But okay, I think I bave a
starting point, vorking backward.

The mOSt recent crucial decision I had to make was

whetber to take early retiremeat or not; and even though there
vas pever a question as to what I wanted to do, it vasn’t
clear at first that ay choice vas genuinely possible or econo-
aically feasible. I felt sure that we bad the econonic reser-
ves, or at least the potential of future earnings, but Carolye
insisted oo being convimced. We had several sessiems with a
financial adviser provided by PERA, and he used elaborate
natheratical projections of the data we provided, establishing
to Carolyn's satisfaction that we should be able to survive to
about age 95, if we pace it carefully.

But it vas a near thing. The decisive factor was the tax-
sheltered annnity program that I'd gotten inte almost casvally
vay back in the first or second year of my teaching career. I
vasn't sure then that I badn't fallen for some supresmely
clever scas. This smooth-talking represeatative from VALIC
(variable Anouity Life Insurance Co.) came arousd talking to
the English faculty, and I listesed to bis pitch and finally
signed up, even without consulting Carolya (or aaybe I did; it
vas so long ago...) I bad severe misgivings for a time. The
deal looked too good to be true. I'd pever beem Euch of an
investor, other thanm putting a little money into savings ac-
counts whee possible. I recalled that when I was workiog in
Dubuque, some of the people my age were investing what money
they could in Mutuval Punds, which I regarded as playing the
stock market. Ky parents’ meeories of the ‘29 crash vas still
too fresh in ay nind for me to even consider such a thing,
evep if ve'd had the extra money, which we dida’t.

So what was differeat about VALIC?
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It was explained that these accounts were offered under teras
of a specfal lav that took into consideration the fact that
college professors didn’t make as much money or have as maay
fringe benefits as individuals of comparable ezperience, edu-
cation and ability in the private sector.

Tes, the money I put into it would indeed be inmvested in
stocks and boods and such, and I could take advantage of the
variable aspect of the plan and let the interest rate om ey
money rise and fall with the market (pever, sever! abborreat
thought!) or I could use the "fized” account, which would yield
a certain guaranteed percentage, to be adjusted each quarter.

Well, T still dido’t much like the idea, just oa principle,
but I signed nevertheless. Por one thing, the interest rate wvas
sigaificantly higher than for most savings accounts. Hore
inportant, the interest income wasn’t tarable, Still more in-
portant, tbe mcney that I put into the fund each month vasn’t
counted as income {and was therefore not tazable) until I chose
to withdraw it.

I noticed that most of ay colleagues in the Bnglish Department
vere NOT taking advaatage of the offer, but I went abead anyway,
baving, by the age of 42 or whatever, developed a certain uneasy
independeace of spirit.

Anyway, I could afford it (aod I didn't quite realize that
nost of the other faculty meabars coulda’t) becaus2 what with
vorking part time year round on the nevspapers, I bad a double
income. I didn’t really aiss the $200 or so a month that was
deducted from ay Netro check. That was more than made up for by
ay weekly checks froa the Rocky Nountain News. As time went on
and I received raises in pay froa both the paper and the col-
lege, 1 increased the amount being withheld from my Ketro check
aod put into VALIC. At its peak, for a period of several years,
I was putting $500 a month into the tax shelter, and at the saze
time, as I took a certain qreedy capitalistic delight in noting,

Thompson

the account was growing by at least another §1,000 per quarter
in accumylated interest.

(Rad yes, yes, certainly, it occurred to me often that this
vas ao alaost classic erample of how Arerican legislatioa
aimed at the relief of economic imequities usually managed to
begefit those vho were least desperate for the breaks. It was
OK; I'd long since learned to live with a quilty conscience.)

By the time the early retiresent opportunity arose at Metro,
the VALIC account totaled well over $100,000, and that was the
sargin by vhich, after adding up all our other curreat and po-
teatial assets ($120,000 house, PERA peasion, Social Security,
RN pension, cars, furniture, books, etc.} our finmamcial
adviser fiqured we could survive to age 95. (I don’t koow what
ve're supposed to do after that; worry about it when the time
comes, I suppose...)

But what if I bado’t bad that cushion? If I'd bad to con-
tinve teaching for another sir or seven years? Well, but I
did. Veab, but if I hadn't?

Bell, I doo’t know. I can’t imagine that things would be
such different froa what they are mow. I would still be sit-
ting bere at ay word processor, vorking on the pert issue of
DOR-0-SAUR, having perbaps first graded a batch of papers
instead of baving read a manuscript for the writers workshop
I’z in, but..

It occurs to ae that the VALIC account played a major role in -
another crucial life decision, mearly 12 years ago.

Carolyn and I separated in the spring of 1978; you kaov about
that, and it seemed like one of those imevitable and irrevoc-
able courses of action. I havea’t been able to think of any-
thing I would bave or could have done to head it off. It
looked like we vere heading straight for a divorce; both of us
bad accepted that as the only possible or plausible conclusion
of our relationship. Only a few details reaained to be worked
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out, but one of those details was the VALIC account. I was
villing to turn the vhole thing over to Carolyn (it coatained
about §30,000 at the time) and start a new one for myself. But
vhen I went to the VALIC office to start the paperwork, I dis-
covered it wasn’t that easy., Ny account was a ome-tize-only
deal. I could indeed turn the $30,000 over to Carolya--but only
by vithdraving the cash and allowing it to be tazed, thus reduc-
ing it to about $25,500; and if Carelyn invested that in any
standard savings plan, the interest would alse be tared.

The alternative was to leave the $30,000 aloae and keep adding
to it, but to write an iroo-clad provision into the diverce
agreeaent that would assure Carolyn a certain percentage of the
- total at a certain age. The VALIC agent shuddered to think of
bov auch ve’d have to pay ao atteroey to tailor such aa agree-
neat, So did I. The agent pointed out that if I just left the
account alooe and dide’t even add to it, it should total wmere
thao §100,000 by the time we were 65. I vent back home to ex-
plain the sitvation to Carolyn. What she uaderstood was that I
could be left vith oothing in savings if I turoed the mooey over
to ber at this point. She didn’t dislike me, dida’t waat to
wreck ze; she just dida’t want to live with me.

"Let's just let things coast for a while,® I suggested.

*Maybe one of the lawyers will have ag idea,*®

They shuddered to think of the VALIC complexities but were
villing eoough to tackle thea--for a shuddersome price.

So things drifted, and eventually Carolyn and I drifted back
together, and I'm not sure we vould bave or could have if the
divorce bad gone through,

Rod T shudder to thiok of what ay life would have become if I
bad reaained pernanently separated from Carolyn, I'z almest
certain that I vooldn't bave been able to quit drinking without
ber belp; and that would bave resulted proaptly in another time-
line sarked by uy non-eristence. Phere’s ao point speculating
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on vhether I aight never have resumed dripking if Carolyn and
1 hado’t separated in the first place. &s I've noted, there
vas pever a point at which we could bave decided KOT to separ-

ate,

Thls 15 interesting (to me, anyway), because what I seen

to be saying so far is that the life decision with the most
far-reaching consequences for me was ome that I made most
reluctantly, almost in violation of my own principles.

Is it necessary to point out that deciding to do a thing is
not the same thing as doing it? It seeas fairly obvieus, but
I bave a tendency to forget it. I've decided to do many noble
thiogs in ay lifetime, and done relatively few of them. I
bave DECIDED huodreds of times to quit drinking, but the only
tines I've done it for any extended leagth of time have not
been the result of conscious decisions but of siaple exhaus-
tion, as oearly as I can figure it out.

I've decided many times to write a best selling movel. I
decided in ay youth that I would make my living eventually by
vriting fiction, including best-selling novels. I don’t re-
call ever deciding to be a copy editor instead of a reporter,
though I did make the conscious decision to go into newspaper
vork as a stepping stope tovard ay career as a writer. I
quess I did decide to become a college teacher, but I sure as
hell pever decided to stay ope for 20 years. I'm quite cer-
tain that I pever decided to be a fanzine editor or to produce
56 issues (and couating) of anything as ridiculously titled as
*DON-0-SAOR." Going back auch further, Carolyn and I abse-
lutely did pot decide to bave three children {or even one, for
that matter). Some of the most pleasant things ie life just
seea to happen, quite independent of personal choice or decis-
ios. I'm not denying that they often follov in the wake of
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some deliberate decision and action, but soaetiaes the real
cause-and-effect link seeas teauvous at best.

I can think of a fev iaportant exceptions. When Carolyn aad
I seeaed stuck in Mauston, Wis., where I had my first real aews-
paper job, we decided after only a few nonths that we'd get out
of there as soon as possible after sticking it out for at least
one full year. Ve were there for a total of 13 months, the move
aade possible by the sale of a novelette to Galary magazine in
the spring of 1953. We could have zoved right then, but the
year vasa't up, so we stayed until July, (I have often wondered
if T might have become a better or at least more successful
fiction writer if I'd stayed on that job for several years
instead of a mere matter of aonths, since inm retrospect I can
see that that's where I did my best writiag; but I truly believe
such a decision was beyond the reala of possihility--certainly
for Carolyn, if oot for me. Aad I've mever reqretted that
particular aove.)

I did not yet have another job when we left Nauston. I felt
recklessly rich, baving seld ome story for a princely sua, and
vith oo doubt in ay mind that it would be followed by a rapid
succession of steadily more lucrative sales. I sent letters of
application to newspapers advertising for reporters and we then
scved in with Carolya’s parents in the apartaeat house they
ovned in Laramie. I took over the attic as ay “office" and
concentrated on writing. It dida’t go saoothbly, but I was psy-
chelogically prepared to do nothing but try to write fiction for
as long as six months, That was the time limit for success that
I set for ayself.

Still, I was as relieved as Carolyn aod ber parents were when
I got the job offer from Dubuque, especially since I waso't
being offered a job as a reporter, but as Night Editer! (I bad
no idea then--or for a couple of weeks after I was actually
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doing the job--as to what a Right Bditor did, but it certaialy
sounded important, and it paid more thao reporting did. It was
the only concrete offer I'd had. So of course I took it.

But you know, it occurs to we just mow that it was a series
of decisions by Oliver Witte, editor of the Nauston papers,
that really set the course of my whole pewspaper career.  To
begin with, he decided to hire se right out of college, withk
00 experience to speak of, He decided to let me write a col-
uan in which I could, to a certain extent, express By ovn
ideas and opinions (and thereby coafira hovw auch fun that kind
of writing can be). After I wrote a controversial Christaas
card coluan, Oliver decided not to fire me, but he did take
the coluan avay froa ae, thereby giving me the time and incen-
tive to vent my anger and frustration in that novelette which,
oo one level, can be read as a protest against thought-con-
trol. Whes I sold tbat story, I vas suddenly famous in Haus-
toa, and Oliver (feeling quilty?) decided to give me the ex-
alted title of Hews Editor of the Nauston Star and Juneau
County Chronicle. That vas the crucial decision. Tou under-
stand that ay job dido’t change--just the title. I was still
doing a bit of everytbing invelved in the production of a bi-
veekly newspaper: reporting, taking pictures, writing the
headlines, helping in the backshop and with the nailing,
clearing up the mess aftervard... At least'T dido’t have to
help with the advertising. Whew!

It's clear to ze now that if ay title in Nauston bad remained
“reporter,” I would have been hired as a reporter on soze
daily pewspaper somewhere, some time. But because my resume
shoved "editor” as ay nost frequent foramer jobs (I'd beea
Bditor of the college newspaper in Wyoming, Assistant Bditer
of the Newcastle Newsletter-Journal for one summer, and Hews
Bditor i Nauston), I was obviously over-qualified to start on
a daily vewspaper as a aere reporter. Eaployers ARB inpressed
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by important-sounding titles. I tbought for a vhile after I
started ip Dubuque as Right Bditor that the joke was on me; the
job wasn’t pearly as dignified or important as it sounded, and
it vas far sore fast-paced apod bectic than anything 1'd ever
done before, more intense and nerve fraying.

But I mastered it, and someone decided eventvally to prosote
ae to the position of copy desk chief on day-side.

The point is that by then xy fate was sealed; I vas a coe-
pitted copy editor, I bad no more chance frox then on of ever
becorirg a reporter than I bad of becowing presidest of the
United States. I might bave been a better and more successful
vriter if 1'd been a reporter, with the daily discipline of
vriting and meeting writing deadlines; I've often felt that way,
but there’s no vay to tell. And it was never really ay choice
anyvay. Oliver Witte dope it to me,

It vas not a result of blind, randor chance that we ended up
in Denver, That was very much a copscious decision, carefully
- planned and executed. Carolyn and I both loved Dubuque, and I
loved ny job on the Telegraph-Herald, but...

I don’t recall eractly when Depver becake Ey ultirate pews-
paper goal; I think it was while I vas still in college, but
paybe it wasn’t until Kauston. After ve left Kauston, I would .
probably taken any halfwvay attractive job anywhere in the coun-
try (except possibly the Deep South).

By the tize I'd put in a couple of years in Dubuque and began
to realize that there wvas a definite limit to the advancerent
possible there, Denver bad becowe a very clear target.

One of the main motivating factors was Carolyn’s desire to be
closer to her parents, and our wutval desire to bave the kids
closer to all their grandparents. NWe alvays spent our vacations
in Denver and Kyoming, and Carolyn would sometimes bundle the
kids up and take ther to visit tbe grendparents even before or

after ny vacations,
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The thing that made Denver seem a realistic goal was the
fact that many of the recent "graduates” of the Pelegraph-
Berald bad gone to Denver. Kook Tyson, a foreer T-F sports
editor, bad gone to the Deaver Post a couple of years before I
started in Dubuque; he bhad becore a local legend. Did I know
Gene (Moon) Mullins before he went to the Rocky Kountain Kews?
I think so, but not for long--a matter of weeks, A couple of
years later, Hal Heffrom, T-B City Bditor, accepted a job on
the Kevs copy desk in Denver, vorking with Kooen.

So I knev that somecne oo the Denver newspapers was irpressed
by the quality of copy editers prodeced in Dubugue. I worked
bard to becoze a good enough copy editor to apply for a job im
Denver, and by the end of my third year, I felt confident
epough to do it. I'd sent letters in advance to both papers,
telling thea I’d be in Denver on vacation in August, and ask-
ing for a personal interview, The “interview® on both papers
consisted of working opme full shift (and getting paid for it).
I worked at the News from 3 p.n. to nidnight, got up early
{about 5 a.n.) znd vorked a day shift (6 to 3 p.».) at the
Post. I sav no reason to tell the people at the Post that I'd
been offered, and bad accepted, the job at the News the night
before. BAoyway, the only clear offer I got from the Post at
the end of the shift was to vork another shift if I wanted to.
1 declined, and spent the wext 12 years very bappily on the
Kews copy desk,

1 said earlier that I bad decided to become a teacher, but
even that isn’t quite true, I could bave reraiped placidly at
the Kews forever (or uptil retirecent) if Bob Chase, the
Assistant Bditor, badn't decided to take me off the book
revieving job that I loved and put xe back full tiee on the
copy desk, a Eove that I considered somebov degrading at the
time. It made e so angry that I started looking around for

sonething else to do.

BEEY IS
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Hetro State College just happeaed to have an opening in the
Boglish Departaent, with the Journalisa progras in its iafancy,
just at the time I applied. After that, things just took their
natural course.

I vas about to say that I'd aever evea considered liviag any-
where but Deaver, once we'd gotten settled here, but that isn’t
quite true, I had one offer, once, back in 1979, for a pesition
as Managing Bditor of a magazine ia Chicago--ome which I cane
dangarously close to accepting.

This takes a little explaining, and I thiok it's interestiag
eaough to take the extra tine and space to do so.

Reaeaber Oliver Witte? The Hauston editor who changed the
course of ay life by giving 2e an editorial title? Oliver had a
son--Oliver Jr.--a 16-year-old high schooler whea I kaew hia. I
taught him the rudinents of chess. Well, by 1979, Oliver Jr.
vas a joursalist io his own right, editing a chain of technical
nagazines in Chicago. The aanaging editor of ome of the naga-
zines (a building design and construction publication) had re-
signad. They needed someone with maturity, experieace and con-
petence, and they needed hiam quickly.

Oliver Sr. recoanended ze, as I learaned froa Oliver Jr. in the
surprise phone call I received at the RMN one evening. I was
genuinely surprised. I would have thought that Oliver Sr. bad -
long since forgotten about ae, or would have still besen trying
hard to forget ae. I had causad hiz considerable unpleasantmess,
but appareatly time bad fogged his memory.

Oliver Jr. sounded sincere and just a bit desperate., I told
hia at once that I dida’t think I was really suitable for the
job, having had no magazine experience and o knowledge of the
buildiag aod construction design field (or whatever it was), He
said that dida’'t matter: geaeral coapetance and intelligence was
aore iaportant. I dida’t tell hia that I dida’t even consider
ayself very coapetent at anything any aore. It was that very
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feeling of general worthlessness, in fact, that caused me to
hesitate. things were oot going spleadidly for se just thea,
Carolye and I were separated, and I was still thinking it was
perasnent; I vas driaking, off and on; I'd taken a year off
fron teaching but school would be starting again seon and [
wasn't sure I could bandle those duties, plus the job at the
Hews, plus continue as co-chair of the Denvention II comait-
tee, AHD continue drianking at ay current rate, I was sure that
drioking would be barder to give up thao anything else.

During the lull whea all that was going through ay aind,
Oliver Jr. said the starting salary of the magazine job was
$30,000 a year and that the publisher would pay ay rouad trip
airfare to Chicago for a perscnal imterview, and would pay all
aoving expenses if the publisher and I got along all right.

§o I flew to Chicago, and I spent a day in the office, talk-
ing to the boss and being showa around and iatroduced te the
staff, and I got along vith the publisher just great; he
really liked me, I could tell, and I cane back bome leaving
the iapressiop that I was eager to start ay nav duties and
that I would probably call in a few days saying I'd givea
notice at the Hews and at Netro and would be ready to make the
big aove whenever the publisher said.

I'd lied.

I koev in my qut from the first look araynd the decrepit
dovntown Chicago building and Ehe antiquated offices that I -
coulda’t survive oa that job for sir moaths, evea if I had
been able to quit drioking and conceatrate on the job, I was
totally out of ay eleseat. (And anyvay, §$30,000 a year, while
it sounded iapressive, was considerably lass than I sade froa
ay coabined teacking and newspaper jobs, and I wouldn't have
the tax shelter in Chicage.) Bat it was three or four days
after I got back hoae that I could call Oliver Jr. and say,
*Sorry, I can’t take that job after all.®
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It vas not ay finest aoment. I bave oftep shuddered to think
bow things would bave gone if 1'd been drusk enough to have
given a definite *yes® to the job offer and if I'd been trapped
into actually waking the move to Chicago and if 1'd bad to try
to figure out vhat a magazioe Kanaging Editor does.

As 1°d fantasized the situation (patterning ey fantasy on the
job perforeance some of the managing editors at the RKR that I'd
koown} this would be sort of a semi-retirexent for me, I would
coze into the office about four days a week, wander around a
while, eeet with the staff, let ther explain to me what they
vere doing, offer a few harmless suggestions, report occasional-
1y to the publisker, spend a lot of tize at the Press Club, and
take long veekends to attend the plenitude of SF cons in the
Nidwest.

The reality of the job as actuvally described vas different, I
vould have to core up with cover ideas; I would have to be able
to convert feet and inches into metric; I would bave to read all
the material that vent into the magazine and be responsible for
its accuracy; I would be responsible for the overall appearance

An actual book review

Ny review of the pew Clive Barker book did appear in Blood
Review, but there wvere 3 fev unfortunate typos and one paragraph
got a bit garbled, So I'm reprinting the whole thing here.

The Great and Secret Show, by Clive Barker (Wm. Collins

Sons, 698pp, £12.95)

The first voluee of Clive Barker’s latest epic is,
agzong other things, a pretty good ghost story. Genuipe
ghosts, I eean, the kind that rise from graveyards:
savage, angry, ravaging gbosts, not the kind that just
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of the publication and would belp with the layout and graph-
ics. I would vork as long each week as it took to get the work

done.
1 couldn’t bave survived six weeks.

The time bas coke for me to throw this whole question (or
tangle of questions) back to you. {I alvays get more satisfac-
tory and comprebensive answers from you guys when I tackle one.
of these philosophic questions than I get froe myself.) =

What bave been the key turping points in your life? What
vould your Jife bave been like if you'd taken sose path other -
than the ope yov did? How important were your own persopal =
decisions in such matters, as compared to the casual decisions
of other people? T

¥bat are we talking about bere? Free will? Determjnisa?
The Wheels of If? Alterpate tizelines? God's plan? All of
the above? Rome? Be as far ranging and discursive as you .

feel like, of course, but do please let me you knov what you

think,

say boo and try to scare you to death, These do you

to death,

The book is also a good love story, and a story of
transforeations.

The only probler vith the gbosts is that they seer 2
bit out of place, anachronistic, old fashioned, overly
traditional arid the bost of more original, more hor-
rifyiog horrors crawaed into this book.

Rlthough, on reconsideration, perhaps the horrors
aren’t all that original after all. Kaybe it's just
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the nanes, the vords--different names and words for the
saze old fears and pightmares that have haunted us
forever.

Coasider the Terata, the indescribable transieat evil
creatures literally sweated out of people by Randolph
Jaffe after he becoaes the Jaff:

ferato-: "a wonder, monster...’

But Terata sounds aore evil, more monstrous, aore
vondrous, more uokpown tham just "momster,” doesn't it?

Same with the Lix, the ugly quardian snakes created by
Kissoon, last of the Sheal, ino bis time-loop prisean.

¥hat a marvelous irony of pame-choice, what a master-
piece of under-description are the Lix!

There's oo such word as *lix" ia my dictionary, but
there's lirivate, meaning “to fora into lye, to iapreg-
pate with salts froa wood ashes...®

*...to impregnate...*

Clive Barker bas a reputation for gory, graphie, total
gross-out descriptions; but througbout "The Great and
Secret Show" be exercises the utmost restraint. When
the concept is revelting enough, there’s no need for
detailed descriptions.

Once we've been told that the Lix are created by Kis-
seon’s sezen being ejaculated into a pile of shit, and
that Kissoon can achieve an erection only by alloving
insects to svara over his groin area ... do you really
vant the process spelled out? Doa’t you koov enough
about how the Lix look and saell? We're told emough
about vhat they do, and that iso’t pleasant either.

Precise word-choice, giving the right name to thiags,
is a najor key to Barker’s writing power.

In the Sea of Quiddity, visited three times by every
buzan iodividual duorisg a lifetime {once at birth, once
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during the first night of love, and once at death),
there’s the island of Bphemeris, os which takes place
the Great and Secret Show.

Quiddity must be preserved; but the secret guard-
ians, the Shoal, have all been murdered, except for
Kissoon and Mary Muralles, trapped in a time loop, a
stasis, ‘

Look up sone of those vords: quiddity, ephemeris,
shoal...

Look up Iad Uroboros while you're about it, TVou
von't find it, but you've heard of the Worm Ourobores,
from B.R. Bddison or froa Rorse aythology, and that
should be enough to suggest the menace from beyond
Quiddity that threatens all of reality.

Throughout buman history, the Shoal have established
religions and cults, sects and secret secieties as
saoke screens to divert attestion away from thea-
selves, the select few, practitioneers of the Art, so
tbat only the nost skilled, the purest, the most per-
severing and deserving may join their raanks. :

But sometines corruption creeps in. The uaworthy
find the way.

In the Dead Letter Office in Omaha, Randolph Jaffe, a
aisfit postal eaployee, comes across clues to the Art
in scores-of lost letters, aad eabarks oo a quest for
power. For the Art, : :

Bventually Jaffe and Richard Wesley Pletcher, an
outcast scieatist and drug addict, drink of the Nuncio
(there's another word you'll want to look up) after
first tryiog the elizer on an ape, which is transfors-
ed ioto Raul, Fletcher’s devoted servant and compaa-
ion, vho becoaes an important actor in this draaa,

Jaffe and Fletcher are transformed into ... something
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else--Jaffe into the Jaff, lover of darkness, thing of
evil; Fletcher (vbo desires nothing more tham to becoxe
the sky) into his implacable foe.

Locked in mortal and intisate combat, the two exhaust-
ed eotities settle into a pewborn lake near Paloxmo
Grove, California., Four young vomen, ranging in age fros
17 to 19, go swiening there in 1971 and ewerge--trans-
formed: into sluts, vhose only aspiration for a time is
to becore pregoant, by any means possible, by any avail-
able male,

Papilies are disgraced, the town is scandalized. The
League of Virgins becomes a coermunity legend, a shared
secret. _

Children are born, The two beautiful twins, Jo-Beth
and Torny-Ray McGuire, are offspring of the Jaff.

Hovard Ralph Katz is the sop of Pletcher.

¥ben Hovie and Jo-Beth neet at the age of 18--and fall
io love--the two fathers writhe in torzent and renew
their bloody feud. The Jaff breaks free aod raises am
aray of Terata, ready, at last, to use the Art.

Torsy-Ray is a true son; be's the one who raises the
ghosts fror the graveyards, while traosforeing himself
into the Death Boy.

Jo-Beth sides wvith Howie, who i5 reluctant to side
vith bis own desperate father (transformed finally into
light). : '

The other major characters ia the story are Grillo,
the scandal sheet reporter; his sort-of girlfriend
fesla, a screenwriter vho also undergoes a major trams-
fornation; and the dead comedian Buddy Vaoce--and his
pop art mamsion.

The love between Jo-Beth and Howie is handled with
tenderness and delicacy. Barker's treatment of the more
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pature and complex relationship betveen Grillo and
fesla is even more impressive.

A ghost story, a love story, a story of transforea-
tions and unspeakable borrors, "The Great and Secret
Show® is, above all, a Clive Barker epic; and it's
Barker at the beight of his magical powers.

(Art by Rod Ford)
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D. Claodia Thompson
708 §. Seventh
Laranie, WY 82070

What an interesting jurtaposition: Pavel’s story of his
grandfather, a founder of the Yugoslavian Commuaist Party, and
your story of Johnny Koshak who fled frow that regime; yet each
pan believed passionately only io what he thought was right and
best for everyone,

I vant to talk to Pavel and Berislav for a aoment: don’t
judge Americans too barshly. HNo doubt we are arrogant and
fgnorant. We are human beings, no better and no vorse than the
conaon type of the animal. The cumulative accidests of history
put America into a positiom of world leadersbip, aod in time
accidents of history will choose a pev leader; but Asericans are
pot wiser and better than other people and should aet be judged
by a tougher standard. Are there no arrogant or ignoramt people
in Tugoslavia?

Education. PThere are so many things I could say aboat
education. Hy education, like everyome else’s, vas so deeply
colored by outside events. I entered the first grade in 1960; I
graduated fron high school in 1972. During that time the coun-
try fought the Viatnaa ¥ar. It wvas a tise whea authority vas
being increasingly challemged; and school adainistrators were
preoccupied vith their authority over their studeats. In grade
school ve had to say the pledge of allegiance vith our hands
over our bearts. In high school we attended mandatory pep
rallies and screamed support for our football team as if it were
our aray going into battle. KMy older brother graduated ia 1970
and bad to face his chaaces with the draft.

Rov let’s get right dova to it: partiotise and the free

loc¢cs

world be damped! There vas nothing oo the line in Vietnaa
that vas worth ay brotber's life to me. Anyone who thought
that war was vorth fighting was welcome to go, but they bhad no
right to tell me vhat to do; and for all the rhetoric that was
throva avay oa it, national security was never at stake,

So I came out of high school rebellious, anti-authori-
tarian and genmerally mad. I dida’t go to the proa, I dida't
go to the graduation erercises, I have never been to a re-
union. Also, I hate football, and I have no fond feelings for
the flag. These two things are syabols of oppression to me.
Sorry. That's just the way it is.

I seen to have qone off on a tangent here, talking about
the social situation rather than about educatiom; but all the
turaeil taught me soaething, It taught me to think and reason
and question and read. fThat’s good. It also taught me some
knee-jerk reactions to things (like flags and football) that
are not good; but it was all part of my education.

Douglas Yhompsoa
1233 Yocca St.
Phoenix, A 85020

I feel obligated to point out that I work at the Pale Verde
puclear project, aot Palo Alto which is a city ia porthern
California, Palo Alto is Spanish for “tall tree® which is
inappropriate for the Arizona desert. Palo Verde means “green
tree® vhich may seem inappropriate but the project is named
after the Palo Verde tree which is a leafless shrublike tree
which carries om photosynthesis in its greem bark,

It occurs to me while typing this (I thought I should get
some use out of my typevriter) that the most useful subjects I
took in high school were typing and Spanish. I don’t think
the problem with the education system is so much with the sc-
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ther. Ib oy years of attending school I'a not sure:I pet;anyone
vho really cared about the material they vere there to learn.
Soze {like me) just wanted to get the best grade possible.
Others just vanted to pass so they could get their degree or
diplowa. 0f course, anyone who can read doesn’t need school to
learn; there is all the information ose could possibly vanot
available at the public library. One could even learn a lot by
vatching TV. The best thing a school can do is instill the
desire to learn more, but it seems this seldoe bappens. We need
sore teachers like Bruce who are really excited about the sub-
jects they teach., 1I’m sure this must rub off oo some of his
students,

{I think »y record is perfect: I xade at least one mis-
take for each of the tbree kids. Doug works at Palo Verde,
Bruce teackes at Nercyburst {not Naryburst), and Clavdia
Is in the American Heritage Center at UK, which is not
quite the same thing as the Library, At least I don’t
bave to worry about my offspring becosing disillusioned
about me. fhey koow what to expect.)

Dr. Bruce E.R. Yhompson
Nercyhurst College
Brie, PA 16546

I think I have an answer to the question: *Kbhat is an edu-
cation for?® It is ap answer I hit upon when I was teaching at
the University of Denver, roughly five years ago. At that time
the University of Demver was in the midst of a sbakeup. The fac-
ulty sav it as part of their job to answer that question, so we
could give a coherent response to students who were asking, *Khy
should I come here?” My apswer wasn't very popular. It wasg’'t
the kipd that inspired students--and their parents--to gleefully
reach for their checkbooks, But I have yet to be convinced that
1y answer is wrong, and I think mine makes better sense of the
relevant facts thap the usual amswers.

(Donolocs)

One of the.relevant facts is this: people don't really
learn very nuch in school. This is not to say that school
isn’t important to education., It is, in the same way that
baving a litter box is important to owning a cat. But I thiaok
post people would admit that most of what they know wasn't
learned in school. Schooling doesn’t eliminate the need for
on-the-job training. It {sn’t intended to.

I fiqured out how to use this fact to become a rather good
student, in spite of hopelessly bad study skills aod a medi-
ocre intelligence, The principle was simply this: learn a
subject first, then take a class in it.

I first discovered this principle in fifth grade vhen I de-
veloped an interest in Greek and Rowan myths, 1.read every
bock I could find on the subject, I even went so far as to
buet up books outside my parents’ collection. (I vas con-
vinced that my parents owned at least three books on any sub-
ject you care to name, On interesting subjects they could be
counted on to ovn at least five.) Later, almost as an after-
thought, I gave a class presentation on the subject. Natural-
ly, the presentation vas a success.

In college I took literature classes only when I bad al-
ready read at least some of the books to be covered. - The most

- perorable was the ¥orld Literature course in vhich we read

Dante’s Inferno. The other studemts bated it. I, on the other
hand, had read the entire Divine Comedy the year before and
vas disappointed that we didn’t have time for the Paradisio.
The point is that I didn't go to school to get an educa-
tion. I vent to school to cash in on the education which I
already bad (and bad been acquiring along the way) for a

~ degree, Of course there were exceptions. I was occasionally

forced to take classes for which I was not prepared--Beonoxics
vas one. Aod I always learned more from classes than I bad
known before, I don't wish to clair that people don’t learn
anything in school. But I do think that the things we wmost
value knowing are precisely the things we learn on our own,
outside of, and sometimes in spite of, school.
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I used to thiok that learalag a subject: befere *takiag a
course was a subtle fora of cheating, I don't thiok so any
aore, But my previous attitude vas syaptoaatic of the gemerally
accepted notion that an education is suppesed to be for the
benefit of studeats, How can a student benefit from a course if
be already knows most of the naterial? But I no longer thiak
that the generally accepted view is correct. The reason we have
o auch difficulty ansvering the question, °*What is an education
for?® is thjat we assuse the answer aust tell us hov students
benefit from an education. But this doesn’t really matter,
siace education is not primarily for the beanefit of students in
case. Nor is it primarily for the benefit of teachers {as soae
of ay colleagues think). feachers are, after all, merely ad-
vanced students.

The college course that changed ay view was, believe it or
oot, a required course in Baglish qraasar [at Netro State Col-
lege in Denver], taught by Lonaie Williams. She taught (with
the zeal of a convert) the new theory of gramaar developed by
Roaa Choasky. Choasky’s graanmar vas so differeat froa classi-
cal qrade-school qramaar that there was virtually ao coamparisea,
Choasky’s gramaar does not evea recognize the existence of ad-
jectives! It was clear to me that this new approach to gramaar
vas correct so far as it weat; but it was iocomplete. People
sinply hadn’t had tine to work out all the details, There vas
vork here to keep an army of scholars busy for a hundred gears.
There was so auch to do that even a relatively young and inez-
perieaced scholar could hope to make important coatributions.

It vas then that I realized--really realized--that huaan
knowledge isa't finished up, Aod gramaar was oaly ome coapar-
atively buable example. Thereafter, in every course I took, I
fouad that there were exciting new breakthroughs to be made, if
only scholars could find the time to work oa thea. I ceased to
be iaterested in what was knowa. I ooly cared about vhat still
reaained to be discovered, and what I could do to assist in the
discovery. The enoraity of it bogqled ay laaginatioa. I still
feel lightheaded when I think about it. The fact is, I had
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fallen-dn: lovesdith a goddess.

Students don’t usually realize how much they contribute to
the growth of busaa knowledge. As a scholar, all of my Dest
ideas have come, in ome vay oranother from ay studeats. A
studeat at Arapaboe Coamunity College showed ae that ¥illiaa
Paley’s proof for the ezistence of God is sot imvalid in the
vay aost scholars thiak it is, (It is invalid, however.) Some
day I shall write a paper on the subject. Hy course was prob- -
ably the only philosophy course that student ever took. §tu-
dents bring ae ideas, in exchange for which I give them a
grade. I sort tbrough the ideas and share thea with other stu-
dents, vho criticize them and offer further ideas. Bventually
I publish the results. That, as I understaad it, is hov
scholarship works, and how husan kaowledge qrows.

So what is an education for? Bducation advances the growth
of hunan knowledge. What do students get out of it? Hot much.
Nostly they get the opportunity to serve a goddess.

But, if ay analysis is correct, vhy should we complain
about the curreat state of American education? The answer is
obvious: students today have less to contribute, They don’t
cone to class prepared to offer ideas. Phey thick it is my
job to educate thea,

P.S. I do knov what I.H.R.I. stands for. I found cat just

" the other day, by asking one of ay studeats. -

Hike Glicksoha
508 Vindermere Ave.
Toronto Canada 6§ 3LS

As alvays, a fascinating issue. I'm not sure what the girl
on the cover represents unless it's your way of telling us
that punks are the dinosaurs of modern pep culture but it was
quite striking nevertheless.

As a teacher I naturally found your essay oa education of
particular iaterest. As a fan with a notoriously bad memory I
also found your early educational history both amazing (hov
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did you torm out so well?) and frustrating, simce I literally
have no recollections of my own formative years. I can remember
the name of one teacher and the names of two students from ay
first six years of education in Bogland., Beyond that I can
recall being a good student {altbough I also remember walking to
the front of the class to bend over a desk and receive a few
svipes from the opne teacher vhose name I do remember) although I
have no specific memories of actually learsing to read, write or
do arithmetic. I can recall one specific incideat baving to do
vith ny upcoming departure for Canada and that is if. I have
the very vaguest of ideas as to what the school buildings looked
like but the actval process of being educated is almost a total
blaok for me. I don’t even know where my early iuterest in
paths and science was born although I kpow it was firaly in
place by the time I was 11 and the fanily beaded west. So your
reminiscences vere of great interest to me. W¥ere I to attempt a
similar essay I'd have trouble writing as many paragraphs as you
wrote pages!

While I'd be the last to try to defend the American (or the
Capadian) educational system against the systems of 3ost other
industrialized nations I also think it’s easy to make things
seen auch worse than they really are by picking outrageous
exanples. About three years ago one of ay senior bome fora
students astounded me by reacting to a worning aomouncement
vith, "Wbat's this ‘apartheid’ they keep going on about?"™ Row,
this vas a bright guy whose university engineering career has
been quite successful but he really didn’t know anything about
that particular topic. The point is, before I could react, a
dozen of his fellow math students took bim to task for not
folloving current events and started to complete bis education.
On average our students may pot be as well-educated as, say, the
Japanese but let’s not take our worst cases and present them as
average, eh? (And in partial reply to Pavel’s anecdote about
the youog girl frow Texas may I describe a painting that sits on
display io one of the cases in my home room: it shows a figure
(obviously me} reading a book underneath a tree froe which a
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very large ripe fruit is about to fall and in nice calligraphy
the message reads IGNORARCE IS CURABLE. STUPID IS POREVER.
Adnittedly anyone who doesn’t know Preud, Hawkins, DaVimci or
Pink Ployd is pretty damned ignorant but maybe that's just
Texas for you?)

I applaud your desire to prove to yourself that you can
naster a foreign language (even though Canada is theoretically
a bilingual country and I took five years of French I'd bave
trouble carrying oo even the most haltingly rudimentary
conversation in that language 80 I'r always a bit embarrassed
by the English fluency of so many foreign fams) but it seers
to me you could have eade a better cheice thao Serbo-Croatiao.
(Ro offepse, Pavel.) Why not learn a language that might
actually be of some use to you, so the exercise has practical
as vell as intellectuval significance? 1It'll be nice to onme
day loc one of Pavel’s fanzines in bis own lanquage but surely
sastering Spanish or even Russian would bave made more semse?

{0r even Dutch, since I WILL be going to Holland
for the WorldCon pext year. NWell, I'll get a Dutch
phrase book before thea.}

1'd say your son Doug summed up the purpose of education
pretty vell: education shows that you have the ability to
understand and apply nev ideas and concepts, to analyse and
solve problems, and hence that you can be trained to do what
you need to do. In theory, of course, education should pre-
pare you to participate in a creative, useful and enjoyable
way in the society you belong to while providing you with a
framevork from which to develop a way of both coping with the
vorld and expanding your own capabilities and potential.

But if my students can at least learn how to learn I won't
care whether they remember any of the derivative foraulas or
ot.

Simon Hawke to the comtrary, I frequently bear stories of
intruders stopped in their tracks by armed bousebolders.
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Unfortunately it's usually the householders who get arrested.
And while it’s undoubtedly true that the whole problem of crise
is a very complex one with no “"sinple” solutfons, to arque
against gun control on that basis strikes ae as asinime. You
pight as well arque that since there's ao cure for the cogace
cold you shoulda’t take any of the medicines that can at least
alleviate soae of the suffering uatil the cold rums its course.
Gun control may be only a saall step tovards solving the prob-
lems of American society but it sure as hell is a reasonable
step to take. (Good comments on the NRA, People who seriously
believe any citizen has the right to own any kind of weapon seen
to have absolutely no understanding of buman nature.)

I fully agree with Roy Lavender that gua control by itself
is likely to be ineffective. It aust, of course, be coupled
vith proper treataent for those who use guns illegally. But
this is an arquaent for refora of the currest judicial systes,
pot against qua costrol.

I too an surprised that governaents haven’t decriainalized
certain drugs just for the profits to be gaiaed by taxing thea
once they become legal (not to aention the enormous savings oace
aoney need aot be speat combatting suppliers of illegal drugs.)
I['d be daazned surprised if there weren’t detailed goverazeat
plaos for such costingeacies already drawa up, just waitiag for
a sufficient change in popular epiniom so they can be iaple-
adated,

The siaplest solution to prison overcrowding, of course, is
to bring back the death penalty., While I'd draw the lime at
going as far as Larry Niven did i one of his organlegger tales
vhere the death pesalty was applied to ainor traffic offenses,
1'd bave no problea with putting murderers, rapists, drug deal-
ers, child abusers and others of that ilk to death, but I know
I'n in the pinority on this one,

{Depends on where you live, I guess. Death
penalty advocates coastitute a buge majority ia
Florida, at least, which state iapleseats its death
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peﬂditY.IOté vigorously than anywhere else ia the
U.§.--and still has a high crize rate and over-
crovded prisens.}

In a way, I suppose, the steady imcrease in crime can be
looked on as being good for the ecomeay: just imagine all the
people who'll be employed building and staffing all these nev
prisons we're going to aeed,

Avedon is absolutely correct in her coasents about the
rights of womea, of course, but let us not lose sight of the
fact that there are a fairly large perceatage of women out
there who do make exceptioms if you happea to be or look like
Toa Selleck or Robert Redford. Or Rob Lowe. (I have no
practical experience in this, you uaderstand. But I read the
papers, and ot just the ones with the fuany beadlines and the
pictures of Cher and Dolly Parton on the froat.)

In his coanents about crime, punishmeat et al Skel writes
about ‘cerebral salvation.” HNow this is probably a type by
Don, which is a shaae because it conjures up delightful images
of videspread intellectual epiphanies resulting froa perusal
of Do§ and its intriquing essays. Oa the other hand, perhaps
Paul vas scared of sounding too egotistical and decided to cut
back on his.use of *i*? ’

{Nope; ’twvas indeed a fortuitous typo.)

Cart Phillips
Roate 7, Box 357
Abingdon, VA 24210

Your article on education is fascinating and is aaking ae
think a lot about the nature and quality of the schooliang that
I and ay pareats received. As you know I was bora and raised
in the same region that your parents vere, Southwest Virginia,
Your early schooling sounds a lot like what ay parents weat
through in these parts in the ‘30s and "40s {except that their
educatlon vas a lot nore consisteat simce they stayed at the



24 DON-0-SAUR

sane schools throughout) and quite a bit like the prizary edu-
cation that I received in this same area in the '60s. Cleve-
land Blemeotary School in Abingdon wasn’t a one-roor schoolbouse
but vas very such a backwoods school, Although at the time I
vas upavare of any shortcomings in what I was beipg taught it
becare appareat when I entered high school that I bad not only
eissed out oo a lot, but that I had actually been misdirected in
soxe particulars. Believe it or pot, I was 10 years old before
I learned tbat the South did pot, in fact, win the Civil War,

Ob we certainly studied the Civil War before then, but somehow
the surrender at Appomatox was glossed over. Bven today I bave
trouble reconciling py mental isages of those glorious heroes
like Lee, Jackson and Moseby, and the great Southern victories
at Bull Rua, Port Suster and Chascelorsville, with the realities
of Gettysburg and the scars of Reconstruction, which have never
conpletely faded. On a much more practical level, just as you
vere shortchanged io zathematics in school, I scebow failed to
learn all that I should have about spelling, as this letter will
8o doubt show. (The truth is, I'm quite sure that alzost all of
vhat I've learned about punctuation and grammar has come to me
as a result of ny being an insatiable ((I had to look up that
vord in the dictiosary)) reader.)

Also, I bave a vivid mexory of being ridiculed by some of ny

teachers for my accent. I vas often admonished shat people out
io the world would laugh at me for sounding like a hick unless I
nanaged to improve. Actually, I thiok they used to tell me that
I sounded stupid. Aoyway, I applied myself and today I have an
accent that sounds like I'm oot from anywhere on this plamet. Ky
grandparents think I sound like I'a putting on airs, and ey
friends frow other parts of the country think I was raised
abroad. Whemever I chance to see one of my old teachers on the
strteet or in the superparket, I alvays make it a point to greet
then with the thickest and most dravling Soutbera accent I can
Ranage.
Still, high school managed to kaock off the rocugh edges and
taught e a few things, and two years of jupior college gave me

(Donolocs)

the Associates Degree that I peeded to land a minor emgineer-
ing job. Ny real education in terms of what I use to perfors
oy job has been learned mostly on the job. Somehow it never
seeped to me that things should have been different, If I
could bave changed one thing about ay years at that little
country primary school, I think it would be that I should at
least be wade avare that the world was huge and that there was
a limitless array of choices before ze. Most of those choices
vere sieply ignored as I grew up, damn it.

Rice illo oo page 19. So that's where fanartists coze
froe; Don C. Thompson raises thew on his Colorade fan ranch!

The lettercol im S5 is... no, I already used "fascinating;"
nake it engrossing.” I particularly enjoyed Harry Bond’s,
Sizon Hawke's, Harry Waraer Jr.’s and Roy Lavender’s letters.
Best of the lettercol was Pavel Gregeric Jr.‘s. I'm glad he
vrote about bis grandfather, who seems to have been a tremen-
deus statesean. I’ve only lately begun to realize that be-
cause American education largely ignores the history and cul-
ture of Coesunist nations (at least from the early 20th cea-
tury onwards) ve’ve effectively lost out on what those count-
ries have to contribute to the cumulative world keowledge.
Pavel’s letter is particularly valuable to me in that it helps

to fill that gap.

Rlexis 3. Gillilaod
4030 8th St. South
Arlington, VA 22204

Begin with Pavel and bis 16-year-old girl visiter. He bas
already demonstrated that he is a lot better educated than she
is, and he then says "You've read the Bible, you're a Christ-
ian, you certaioly koow what IKRI means, do you pot?’

Well, of course sbe didn't, and her reply is: °"Ho I don't.
I'm stupid, you koow. We are all stupid.® Pondering the lit-
eral text and vondering whetber Texans ever adeit their own
stupidity sisses the point. She took the question as a put-
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He, en-
In con-

down, aod her response is telling Pavel to ggt lost. .
meshed in textual analysis, wonders who "we® refers to.
text it means everybody but bis.

§o the theme of the issue is education? Alaost as good a
topic as anger, although anger is one of the Seven Deadly Sias,
while education falls more under the Corrupt Practices Act. Any-
vay, education in the 0.5. has several probleas, some of thea
being related to the sclerosis of the institution itself (ad-
ainistrative bloat, teachers’ uaions) while some of thea reflect
the loss of values (lack of discipline, lack of aanners, loss of
the work ethic) in the society which education is suppesed to
serve,

Night there be other probleas? Absolutely, Busiag students
around to achieve racial balance, for ezaaple. Here in Arling-
ton it has stopped, because there are over 50 ethaic groups in
the school systen, and somebody asked why we were going to all
this trouble to balaace Blacks and aot Thais, Vietnamese, Haong,
Caabodian, Chinese and Pakistasis as well, The local NAACP
vasa't happy about losiag busiag, but they couldn’t amswer the
question either.

So you have the couatry, which is rich, and the people who
are encouraged by TV advertising to be self-indulgeat. How can
the schools counter the indoctrination childrea get from TV2
They can’t. Hov cam working parents iastill their childrea thh
their ova semse of valuea? Witk Jgreat difficulty. You can’t
even stop the school boards froa duabing down the tezts by the
elinination of coatroversial material. Why? The basic reason
is that the U.S. holds book learming ia ainimun high esteea.

Pat, duab and bappy is the way ve vant to be,

Tou vaat to change the educational system, change seciety
first; the schools will follew.

Wbich brings us to your question: What's an education fer?
It depeads on who you ask, of course. FPor the Yugoslavs it is a
aatter of survival., For the British, it defines (or helps
define} your class. The philistine Aaericans say °better jobs,"
or "more noney,” neither of which is as true as it used to be,
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Naturally:the ;:{ugoslavs and British are doing better than the
Americans. In this country you can find just about anything,
but no consensus exists about sex education {partly because
eating froa the tree of kaowledge eampavers the eater) or
anything else iaportant. Probably the bast answer is that an
education is vhat the student aakes of it.

A pity that so aany people are incapable of learning froa
anything except direct experieace.

The letter coluan is very interesting. Pavel's grand-
father, dying in an auto accident at 95, vas an extraordinary
aag, and perbaps a lucky oae as well,

Cathy Howard,
3600 Parker Ave.
Lonigville XY 40212

You hit one of ay buttons with your discussion of educa-
ticn. It is a lot oo ay nind currently because I aa going to
school during the evenings and work ay reqular jobs days.

Yes, I an going to school so I can get a better job. Why is
this type of education considered bad or not being done for
the "right® reasoas? Would poetry be "had" if a person could
get §100 a word for it?

* T have never heard a good explanatlon as to why the nore
abstract subjects should be aore valued than the oges which
can be used in everyday life.

Boglish tends to sway back and forth betweea over the bor-
derline of practical and abstract, (Lest this be thought sour
apples, I received a B in both Bng. 101 and 102.) Several
rules of gramsar had changed since I graduated froa high
school, This was fine; I relearned thea with a aipiaua of
bitching. W¥hat bothered me was ay 101 teacher’s alaost hyst-
erical insistence that the current rules be locked upoa and
obeyed strictly as the ultimate pimsnacle. I thought she was
going to have a nervous breakdown when I suggested the rules
would be changed again in another 20 years.
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Literary criticisa as taught by both sy 101 aand 102 teachers
is the weirdest pile of garbage I've ever been exposed to.

These two intelligent people subscribed wholeheartedly to the
idea that the way to enjoy a story is to build long racbling
conclusions out of one or two sentences. If a story has al-
lusjons {preferably classical opes) thes it will be hailed as a
Rasterpiece and it will mever be noticed that the supposed story
is lacking even a poor excuse for a plot.

It also bothers me that omly certain classes count toward my
degree. Nhy couldn’t I take ‘bow to read and write music’ and
elementary pizoo, vhich I would like to learn, imstead of music
appreciation and so on?

I don't like bavimg my ignorance of a subject autoratically
assuned. Bducation strikes e as being in tbe Big Business
category. Things are oot always doge for the public’s bemefit
but for profit.

Then we come to the people who think it's horrifying that
students don’t know ope thing or another. The people who are
doing the yelling bave picked a question which relates to sub-
jects they are personally ioterested in. It is doubtful these
people could ansver a question about subjects I've goue inte
out of personal curiousity. And why should everycane have tons
of facts memorized vhep it is sizpler and less time-censuriag to
look soeething up when the inforsation is needed?

{I think zost educators agree that the mere accurula-
tion of facts is relatively unimportant; but tests sees
pecessary, and the easiest tests (to give) are those that
measure information absorbed. I gever grasped the prin-
ciples of lit crit myself.)

Baving been given several de-
grees in education (with the pro-
viso that I never actually teach),
I thigk I can say that there is ao

vay of discussing education even betveen conseating adults

Ricbard Preeman
130 ¥. Linestope
Yellov Springs 08 45387
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(kids, oo the other band, often can & do talk about it--but
that’s because aeong educators, kids do pot count).

So, instead, let's talk about food.

When I wvas young, I could go to a Hot Shoppe & have 2 real
double cheesburger. People today bave to eat Big Hacs.

Some people do pot believe in fast food and go to expeasive
restaurants. fThey serve awful food at awful high prices.

I’ told there are excellent places to eat--in Europe.

If one really waots to eat well, the only way te do it is--
find someone vho can cook & marry ther.

Or learn bov to cock yourself.
I hope this belps answer some of your questicms. I don’t
koov what education is for... but I do know who it is agaiast.

Simon Nicholas Hawke
Deaver recluse &
relentless writer

I svore I wasn't going to do this. I was going to gafiate
conpletely, give up going to cons, refrain froa reading fan-
zines, stay avay froz faompish activity and just conceatrate on
ay writing, but noce...I's toastmastering MileHiCon again this
year (and looking forvard to it) and I've become addicted to
your bloody zime. Here I am, rumping late os the last Tinme
Kars book (I swear, this will be the last cae!) and desperate-
ly try-ing to find the time to work on other projects and once
again I'n dropping everything because the pew Dep-o-Saur has
arrived. Aod as usval it’s full of wonderful, thought-provok-
ing stuff.

I don’t want to turn this inte a debate oo guo contrel, but
your reply to ay support of the KRA (asong otber orgamizations
vhose causes I support) deserves a response. had it does tie
in to soze of the other issves that you've raised. Hamely,
freedor, education, crixe, anger, etc. You said your wain
point of contention with the NRA is that it will not “coancede
that hunters don't need or have amy right to use AK-47s or
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other kinds of agsault veaponry.® And then, ia your response to
Buck Coulson’s loc, you meation that if drugs Vere decriminal-
ized, the profit wotive for gangs would disappear and crime
vould decline, You said that seemed so obvious, you were amazed
that other people dida’t see it. As it bappens, I agree with
you on that point, but I have alse found that what seems "ob-
vious® (from a practical, logical standpoint) largely depends on
one’s personal beliefs,

It seens obvious to me, for example, that qua coatrol of any

fora siaply will not solve the crime problem, succeeding oaly in
taking the option of personal defense avay from the law-abiding
citizen, It also seems obvious to me that the founding fathers
vere aot thinking of the right to bear aras applying only to a
ailitia or to huating. That quas should bave a “sporting use"
is sonething never referred to in the Constitution. Aod there
vere nuaerous court cases testing the right to bear aras from
the early 1800s to the Civil War. In every oae of those, the
citizen’s right to carry weapons on his person vere upheld. Our
first quo control law came about oaly after the Civil War, aimed
at disaraing former Confederates. Political agendas tead to
influence interpretation.

While I have no interest ia assault rifles whatsoever (I
only like revolvers and the prize of uy collection is a Colt
single action Aray, which appreciates in value faster than blue
chip stock), I'do recognize that they have a legitimate use,
even froa your poiat of viev. ~Ranchers and faraers, for ex-
anple, often use them as varaint rifles, for which purpose they
are admirably suited, beiag szall and portable, highly accuate,
easy to pack aad briag iato actioa. There is no better weapon
for defending stock against predators. And while most hunters

do oot ugse them, they can certainly be used for buating. (George

Will’'s comment in his coluan about slaughtering a deer with 50
rounds oaly shows his ignorance, typical of people with no
experience in the outdoors. In most forms of huating, it is
only the first shot that couats, which is why many hunters use
only a single shot rifle. I'll give you an AK-47 and wateh you
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try to bit a dear if you miss with the first shot and it reas,
Good luek.)” It*fs also an excellent weapon for personal de-
fense for people who live in remote areas. My pareats, for
ezagple, live in the Adirondacks and one day a gang of bikers
decided to visit thes, They saw the house from the road and
thought it could be used for a party. My old man’s a pretty
nervy bastard and he discouraged them with a shotqua, but if
shots had been traded be would have been empty after two
shells., Ao assault veapon would have served hia adairably.
Yet all that is traly beside the poiat.
fhe point is one of freedon and of simple economics. I do

not tell you vhat you can or canoot own, what yeu do or do not
need or have a right to. Im returm, I expect the same cour-
tesy. And the HRA's point is that if the state is allowed to
rale on what a person bas a right to own, then once they ban
assault rifles, buating rifles will be next, and thea
haadquos. Aod there are many well-intentiomed people, such as
Handgua Coatrol Ime., whose goal is to ban all firearns. Phe
HRA will oot "concede® on principle and I agree with their
logic. Wherever there is a demand, there must arise aa outlet
of supply. That's an irrefutable law of economics and a
siaple fact of life. Aod it's significant that simce importa-
tion of assault rifles vas banned, the DEA has been seizing
large shipaeats of assault weapons brought in by. drug dealers,
vho have now beea given a profitable new comaodity to market
illegally.

- Assume, for a momeot, that all firearms were bansed. Would
this reduce crine? Well, it aight keep a kid from shooting
bis sister accidentally while playing with his father's gua,
but so would responsible gqua ownersbip. It woulda’t take guos
out of the haads of eriminals. I cao show you how to make 2
.22 out of a block of vood, a car antenna, a rubber band, a
snall piece of metal and some electricians tape. It's called
a "zip quo® and wve made thes to shoot cans and bottles with
when we were kids. Haking a gun is relatively easy. Aayene
vith a reasonably well set up machime shop could mawufacture
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firearns out of his garage or basemest. And we'd bave a brand
vev narket for organized crime, exactly like drugs. With fire-
ares, just as with drugs, we seem mot to bave leared the lesson
taught by Prohibition.

¥bich leads into the questios of building oew prisons, wbich
also ties in 'with education and the violence of our times. The
overcrovding which has resulted in a need for mew priscas is
largely a function of two things--increased population density,
especially in urbac areas, and laws that lack popular support.
Let's take the latter first. Hov much room would ve bave in our
prisens if we decriminalized things like drugs, gazbling and
prostitution? I'm not saying that any of these things are
‘good,” per se, merely that if there vere oo demand there would
be no market. TYou really caomot legislate social cbange. fTake
suoking, for example, There are nov laws bapoing smoking in
certain public places, but the most effective means of reducieg
cigarette consusption in the public bave beea education and
social pressure, Ditto, drugs. I qrev up in ap era when drugs
vere fashionable. That's changed to a large extent, but mot as
a result of legislation. We still bad the same laws then, but
our attitudes are different nov. I, for ome, would be happy to
bave sore of ay tax dollars go toward clinics where addicts
could register to come io ao receive their doses for free,
rather thao go out and rip sosebody off to support tbeir babit.
It would be expensive, yes, but mowhere mear as expensive as
enforcing our curreat drug laws, (Or supporting the Contras,
for that aatter.) A

fhe other factor is population density. The vast majority
of our population nov lives in cities. Iacreased populatios
density bas certain imevitable consequences, sose motivated
biologically. There was a recest experiment in which a colony
of rats vas provided vith a closed environment is which they had
plenty of food and water and oo limit to their reproduction. But
the epvironzeat and its resources vere limited. As their popu-
lation density grev and started to strain the limits of their
environnent, certain social changes were observed. The serual
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bebavior of the males began to change. Fhere was an iocrease
in homosexvality. Among others, sexual behavior started to
fall off entirely. They vere very fit amd healthy, but they
spent Bost of their tiee groozing themselves. Ferales begas
to avoid the males and vice versa. Then violence increased
expontentially, until it reached truly savage proportions and
the rats vere killing each other off, Nature, it seems, bas
built io certain gemetic “triggers® in an effort to maiotain a
balance. As with lesmings, who, when their population demsity
reaches a certain poist, head out to sea and drown themselves.
How does this apply to us? '

Well, let's take a look. We've had a draeatic ipcrease in
homosexuality in receat years. Bspecially in dense, stress-
filled, urbao areas. (I ae not homophobic, by the way, and
nake 00 judgmeots beyond purely observing the phenozeaocn.} We

- also seem to have bad an increase in comsunication probleas

between men and voken, Over and over, one reads in books and
bhears on YV about bov an imcreasing number of men are showing
a lack of serual and erotional interest and consideration in
their wives or partners. (Asd we certainly are spending a lot
of time these days coocerning ourselves with things like
fitpess and grooming, aren’t we?) We (meaning males) seexm to
be groving increasingly insensitive to the rights and needs of
vozen, both personally and politically. And we (as a society)
are becoming increasingly concerned with violence, especially
in our entertainzent. Novels and files more and more deal
vith excessively graphic violence, frequently against womea.
Rod most of the violence in our society occurs in densely
populated urbap areas.

We're not recognizing the signs. What we peed, from a
purely Dracosian perspective, is an epidemic or a war. Tet we
are an enlightened species, or at least we like to think of
ourselves that way, and we should be able to find more sen-
sible solutions. Such as zero population growth and resource
sanagerent, Your young Yugoslavian friend was right. We
Arericans, im particular, are am incredibly arrogaat people,
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We are woefully underecucated, The average Buropeas school-
child koovs more about our own history than we do, knows more
about science and geography, math and philosopby and literature
than the average American adult. Why is Fuodazentalisa so much
sore prevalent here than in Burope? Because we are so zuch more
igoorant bere. And ignorance breeds superstition and coaplacen-
¢y. (Inagine a Christian being uoaware that I.H.R.I, stands for
Jesus of Nazaretb, King of the Jews, in Latin! That says it
all.) We're for-ever seeking siaple solutions to complex ques-
tions. I'd make philosophy, world literature, scieace and
seciology required subjects froa qraasar school on. Especially
philosophy and literature, which teach children to think imstead
of be passively entertained by television. I'd teach creative
writing from the momeat they learn penaanship, to get their
young imaginations working, because we desperately need in-
agination. The real sin is that dialogues such as are conducted
in Don-o-Saur are not conducted ia the schools. I, for one,
would love to teach, but my 38 published novels do not iapress
the acadeae. I lack a graduate degree. Aod there lies the rub,
as Shakespeare would say. What seess to matter in our culture
are material syabols, not substance. And that’s why the new
generation is aore concerned vith aaking momey than with making
a differeace. ¥e only reap vhat we sow.

{Resisting the teaptation to point out what I see
as some gross over-generalizations in Siaen's arguseats
(particularly the leap froa rat egperimeats to anti-gun
control), I'1l bave to agree vith his assertion that “what
seeas ’obvious’ (from a practical, logical stasdpoint)
largely depends oo one’s personal beliefs.® 4od I can’t
belp adding that while be and I do mot directly tell each
other what ve can or cansot possess, we are both forbid-
dea, by the constraints of the society we both live im,
to own live band-grenades and many otber foras of ailitary
ordnance, as vell as a wide range of poisons and pollut-
ants. Haybe we just disagree on the cutoff point?}
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Tor Feller
Box 13626
Jackson, S 39236

I aust adait that I bad to look up "I.H.R.I." in the dic-
tionary even though I vas confiraed in the United Church of
Christ, It is a ‘liberal® Protestant sect and did not require
the learning of Latin phrases.

Speaking of sects, Jerry Pournelle must have forgotten that
Jimmy Swaggart vas affiliated vith the Asseably of God, There
are probably soae Baptists laughing as hard over his predica-
aent as we secular huaanists.

Your reaarks oo graduation requiremeats were very imterest-
ing. W¥hen I atteaded Ripon College, a saall private liberal
arts college in Wisconsin, from 1972 to 1976, the adainistra-
tion bad already succeeded in reducing the foreign language
and nat-ral science requireaents for graduation.

The official justification was that this allowed studeats
sore freedos to concentrate in areas of their choice, TFhe
real reason vas that it alloved the adainistratioa to market
the school more effectively.

They felt that students were more interested in a degree
than in an education and that by adhering to rigorous gradua-

" tion requiresents they risked declining -attendance, -

- This belief seems:to be in agreeaent with -your observa- -
tions. They alse were trying to phase out the aore traditional
liberal arts courses, e.g., Latin and Greek, in favor of more
*relevant® subjects such as anthropology, sociology and poli-
tical science. After I graduated, business administration was
added as a aajor. It is pow the mest popular amajor.

It is ay experience that busicesses do not expect schools
to train their eaployees. Ia ay coapany, a botel aanagement
company, we hire graduates ia that field, but place them in a
job called °manageaent traimee.® Only after they have gome
through our ovo training program are they prosoted te a
Ranageaent positioa.
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1 know of at least ooe internal audit departeent of a
coepany in the restaurant business that will bire new CPAs and
still put thee through a six-ronth training course.
gore likely that your later coesent was true, i.e,, that busi-
pesses find they have to teach fundamental verbal and amalytic

skills.

Clifton Aasbury
168 Amador St.
Richeond, CA 948035

Kell, 1 didn't take Latic eitber and I've forgotten gost of
the German, Prepch atd Chinese I did take in school and the
Castillian 1 lezrned io Spain, but I did knew that there's no
*3" in bLatin and bence that Jesus of Nazareth was (in derision)
Fing of the Jews, And I dide't know of Pink Floyd, but when I
asked &y grandson if it was a rock group he said yes. So if you
don't kuow sosetbing, =aybe you can koow where to find out.

As to education:

*Coning of Age in Sapoa” was published 61 years ago. 1In the
first sentence, Kargaret Kead wrote: "During the last hucdred
years parents and teachers bave ceased to take childhood and
adolesence for grznted. They bave atteepted to fit education to
the needs of the child, rather than to press the child inte at
inflexible educational mould.® 7 recommend the rest of that
intreductory passage, which suggests that she was living in a
norezl Western society of the last 2500 years. Flus pew-fanglied
scientific pretensions.

Languages and aritheetic are rote-learning. So are date-
based history and strict obedience. People can be trained to do
thee. In our schools it vas seen that there vas something there
that dido’t fit right, sc the universities (Schools of Bduca-
tion) which replaced our noreal schools concentated not on con-
tent but on “"theory of Bducatiom,” which they called “method.”

Ever since then there’'s been a constant demand for “reform
of teaching" and of the educational systes. But no three people

I think it
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can agree on from what or to what. So it remains a mess
because some want all students to be rote trained and some
vant a total self-demand systex and most are somewhere between
or 'way off track.

About the reearks about Claudia’s "overqualifications:”
Back in the 505 or early ‘60s, the Warehouseran's union bere
in the Bastbay was haviog trouble with a compaay pamed PABCO.
The union sent out men from the hirimg hall in strict rotata-
tion. But all the blacks sent to PABCO were sent back as un-
qualified.” A most usual rejectior was "mo high school dip-
losa.” So finally they referred one who was a college gradu-
ste aud with Ispressive recozeendations from foreer erployers.

Naturally he was returned as overqualified.

How does this fit Claudia? About 1533 or '34 1 enrclled in
Library School. The head of it {a man himself} called me in
an pointed out that with sy qualifications they couldn’t keep
ne out, but that there were more applicants than places and
that they’d have to turn down anotber girl. And there really
veren't gany jobs for men, after all, were there? Very soon
after that and especially froe 1945 to 1975 1 noticed men
coring into libraries and zooming right up to the top of the
good-paying jobs with titles. Only in the last five years
have I seen any real marked reversal. Maybe Claudia and I
just suffer from poor timing.

ks to what education is for, I do have ideas, Basic educa-
tion should supply people with two capabilities: either to
function as the kind of beginning employee which employers, or
somecne able to ge on to & higher education.

At one time eeployers demanded a high school diploma.
That's what the schools furpished and soon were wringing their
bands that most of their dropouts were froe among the best
students. Heanwhile employers aod testing services were
wringing their bands for other reasouns,

But if employers just demand degrees, that's vhat they’'ll
get. Presusably Bechtel also asked for Douglas's tramscript.

Higher education is 1) to supply such tramscripts or deg-
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rees as required, and also 2) to enbance one’s understandiag,
appreciation and hence enjoyment of the uaiverse and of the life
vhich is one’s ova particular share of that wniverse. This does
oot vork for everyone, but it did for ae.

I think the difference in
language study between U.S. and
Buropean students bas more to do

vith geography than anything else,
Wbat percentage of Americans ever eed to knov a foreiga laa-
guage? The sheer size of this country--and Canada to the morth-
-8eans that most people will never spend a day in a couvatry
where Bnglish isa’t the major laoguage. And if they do tour
Burope, it's quite possible to do that without learning any new
languages. Boglish is currently the international language. It
aay vell be useful to learn other languages, but it's mot npeces-
sary, People in Yugeslavia need differeat lasguages just to
converse with people in anotber part of the saze country. I
vagted to learn Spanish when I was in school, but it wasa’t
taught uatil after I graduated. Of course, I could learn it
ov, but I don’t see a practical purpose for it and I‘'1l pever
get around to dojog it. (If I'd learned it in school, I planaed
to go down to South America and aake ay fortuge. Sonehoa, 1
pever got around to it.)

I don’t doubt that the Vugoslavs-are better at other studies
as vell; the 0.5, fell-apart when a)..a strengous effort was made
to get every child in school instead of letting slum kids go to
hell in their ova way, and b} the concept of *teaching the whole
child® bit grade schools. After ay time, tbaok God. Schools
veren’t able to cope with the influx of studeats witbout middle-
class attitudes, and the eaphasis on oot hurting anyone’s feel-
ings took care of atteapts to pound koowledge into reluctant
little heads. So anyone whose parents could afford it could get
a college degree, whether they learned to read and write aleng
the way or not.

I bad a school that was in between yours.

Back Coalson
26778 5008
Hartford City IE 47318

§aall comaunity,

I developed the ability to remeaber exactly what the school-
- books szid until eraminations and thea forget it--anmyway, ay =
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vith teachers wbo had mostly gone to the school themselves,
got their teaching degrees, and come home to teach. Kost of
thea were nediocre-to-good teachers, though in my case it
didn’t matter much; I bad ay pareats oo ay back. Prom first
grade on, I was expected to get straight A's., A "B" caused
conzent; anything lower meant a long discussion and ay father
telling ae to get to work. I was alse °sickly,* largely due
to allergies; one year I missed 41% days out of a 160-day
school year. But I damowell got mostly "A° grades and a few
B’s; I might be unable to breathe well eamough to go te school,
but I could lie there and study. (Not that I had to, mest of ..
the tiae; I #as usually vell ahead of the class anyway and ==
could miss a week or so without any probleas.} To make educa- -
tion work, you bave to coavince the parents to back it, 1u-
stead of deaanding exceptions.

At that, I bave to adait that I learned nearly all ay bis-
tory and geography outside of school, because {the third
problea with Aaerican schools) the school texts in these
subjects have been incredibly dull ever sisce the 1330s and
probably long before thea. I learned geography froa ay stamp
collecting and history because I discovered that bistorical
povels (imitially those by Keometh Roberts) were more fan than
any other reading at somewhare around age 8, and later trans-
ferred ny affections to straight non-textbook bistory beoks., =<
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outside reading bad shown that the approved schbool histories
veren't alvays correct.

I did take a lot of science in high school because the best
teacher in the school was the science teacher; I liked him and
took as many of bis classes as I could. (One of the results
of this was to be reduced to smothered laughter by the ead of
the first ST movie, when I recognized the depiction of the
*cloud” as a textbook illustration of a vagina., I puzzled a
lot of fans by coamenting on what a dirty movie ST was...)

I never went to college, but I did keep on reading. W¥hich
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is, of course, additional education; it's mot absolutely neces-
sary to go to school in order to be educated.

What's school for? Well, op one level, it is useful for
getting a job, and the TV is full of people saying that future
jobs will require wore education than present ones do. This may
well be its major utility, now apd in the future. (Some years
ago, I was promoted from draftssan and did five years of techoi-
cal vriting and illustrating; I was the entire technical writing
departeent for one Romewell factory., When that factory closed
and I vas offered a transfer to Chicago with no extra pay, I
looked around for another job, Not without a college degree in
Bnqlish; five years experience didn’t mean shit. So I went back
to drafting at Overhead Door and got promoted to door design,
vhich isn’t a transferrable skill, and now most places do their
drafting on computers and my skills are outdated.} Inmitially,
‘vhen most jobs were learned from ome’s father or through the
apprentice systea, education was for obtaining a clearer outlook
‘on state, national and world affairs, koowing how to participate
in a rational discussion, and so on, I'm not sure present-day
schooling is worth much for that; outside reading does just as
vell. ~But it may well accustom the mind to rational thinkimg,
at least in some cases., .And them, a university degree looks so
well on one’s printed stationery....

I'v with Hawke on firearms, except he should have put quotes

around “assault rifles” as well. A true assault rifle has full
automatic capability, and such guns have been essentially banned
in this country since 1935, The so-called "assault rifles® being
written about nov are strictly semi-automatic guns that merely
look like the real thing, (The difference, for those uneducated
readers, is that a fully automatic weapon will keep shooting as
long as one holds the trigger back, until it’s empty. A seei-
automatic fires only when the trigger is pulled, one shot per
pull. It neither "sprays® bullets nor fires ther in a "stream,”
as some newspaper writers have said.) :

Sure, Howard, banging was the usual metbod in those days.
But ey grandfather was alvays very progressive.

{(Donolocs)

Hote to D'Ammassa: cynicise and toleration are two differ-
ent things. I don’t think all that sany fams would call me
tolerant--1 koow you woulda’t, Don. I've done my part for the
Rational Rifle Association {anyone who doesn’t think gun own-
ers are oppressed, think again), WAACP, Sharecropper’s Fund,
Rational Poverty Law Center, National Wildlife Association,
various Indian charities, the local Humame Society, written
letters to pewspapers, etc. Only difference is that I's not
surprised and therefore don't drop out when nothing gets done.

P.5. Edocation test. Identify the people on the postage
stamps on this letter, and explain what they did that was

inportant enough to get them ou a stamp.

{fhe letter was sent with two 7-cent stamps bearing the
pame aod picture of Abrabak Baldwin Baldwin; and an 11-cest
stasp with the nage aod picture of Alden Partridge. I bad
to look ‘em up-- but I kuew where to look.)

Roy Lavender

2707 E. 17th St.

Long Beach, C2 90804

Soee time back we took the flash pan off of our rifles. &
little later, we put caps on the back end of the cartridge and
our rifles no longer singed our eyebrows, However, until re-
cently, we stuck to having that foot of wood between our eye-
brows apd the fire,

However, if you look closely, you will note that all popu-
lar hunting rifles are really military actions dressed up.

The pedia sade "assault weapon® a dirty word, with complete
disregard to little details like the difference between auto-
loading and full automatic.

I agree it would be nice if our veapons were only for
sport, but don't ever forget the sight of the students in
China, standing with sticks in band against taoks. That is
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vhat the anti-qua crowd are heading for, whether that is their
inteation or not, There is alvays a would-be dictator waiting in
the wings. Or do you have coaplete trust in your politicians?

Why would legalizing drugs be any differeat than legalizing
alcobol? You notice how repealing Prohibition solved that one,

¥bhat I've been pushing in letters to editors, senators,
represeatatives, etc., is, fnstead of building more prisens, go
the cheap vay and feace in a few thousand acres of aot otherwise
useful goverament land with at least three rows of concertina
vire or razor ribbon,

Install the same facilities that are available to basic
trainees oo maneuvers. That way no one can claim “cruel and
inhuaane treataeat.” Heh, heh. After all, we doa’t aistreat
our draftees, do we?

Install the drug users, street peddlers, distributors aad
importers. Reserve the prisons with air coaditioned cells and
PV for the surderers, rapists and child solesters too stupid to
plea bargain their way back oatoe the streets.

Perhaps we should put a line of fence between the users and
the sellers. A this one,

(T find ayself in disagreeaeat with Roy on alaost every
point in his letter this tiae. I don't even agree that
unting is @ ‘sport.” Give the deer a aaans to shoot back;
then I aight. No, I don’t trust politicians, but I doa‘t
think armed citizens can stop any would-be dictator who has
the support of the military; and I suspect the Chinese
studeats would have fared even worse if soze of them had
been armed. The illegal status of drugs accomplishes
exactly the same thing that Prohibitiom did with liquor ia
the ‘203--aakes the traffic profitable for gangsters aud
leaves ordinary citizens caught in the crossfire between
cops and crooks. There are no quick fizes, and coacentra-
tion camps won't provide one.}
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- T noted the letter froa Buck Coulsen
regarding his trip to the 1953 Hidvestcon
and their being turped away froam the ho-
tel because they had a black wosan in the
group, Presumably this would have been Beastly's oa the Bayou
as ve called it then, I recall the incident and thers was
some talk about it at the time. It has occurred to me that
Nrs. Beatly (to use the proper name) aay have thought that
Buck aad the lady vere a "aized couple,® Certainly she would
have refused entrance to anyone she fouad objectionable.
Certainly she refused to reat a room to Riva Smiley (vhite) of
Detroit for no specific reason. Riva had a fev nervous habits
and vas refused so she stayed down the road and walked up to
Beatley's.

Bach tine she saw her, Nrs., Beatley threw her out and she
vould saeak back aa hour later.

However I'n not sure the lady [with Buckl vas refused
simply because she was black. I'n almost certain that was the
year that Randall Garrett persuaded a male black fan to attead
and he speat the weekead there, because he rode back to Det-
rolc with Nartin Alger and ayself. We iavited hia to attend
local club meetings but he never showed up.

the Xisfits had meetings froa 1947 till the early '70s, but
I can’t recall that ve ever had a black fam presest; certaialy
there was no policy about it. The Ciscinmnati Paatasy Group
acquired a black fan, Prank Johason, about 25 years ago when
he was perhaps 15 and I can’t recall that they ever had an-
other one. Ho oae has told Fraak that he’s different and I
quess he still doesa’t kaov.

Interesting coaments on prisons, etc, Tonight's newspaper
2entions soneone in prison for atteapted rape who has won 2
lottery prize of a quarter million or so...and the victim is
suing hia for the entire amount. She says she will uge it te
educate people on the subject of rape etc., whereas he says he
vants to spead the maoney on psychelogical training so he won't
be teapted again.

Hovard DeVore
4105 ¥eddel St,
Dearborn, MI 48125
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It does seem a shame to spend eillions building sew prisoas
for dope dealers wben a good rope can be bought for §20 and used
over and over.

Actually my feelings on prisons are sorta mixed. In general
I feel they got theeselves in there and now it's their probles.
Judy Lyon Del Rey put me ip touch with a prisoner some 20 years
ago and then I got bim a sub to Buck's Yandro. Because of this
he met a voman involved in prison reforn and they got married,
He got weekend passes, and I suppose Buck and I could claie to
be Godfather to their son.

She pointed out once that the public hates weekend passes,
early parole, etc,, because soee priseners have committed more
crines while oo parole, but that prison bas no effect on their
character and they would be released eventually anyway. It is
ber theory that a prisoner does pot mature after he emters pris-
on, that ber busband was 18 when be west in and 20 years later
be still thought as one who was 18, The last I beard she had
given up bope that he would be released or change and she was
divorcing hir. I koov only that it was a major crime, with much
publicity acd I suspect he is still in prisen and rust be almost
45 by this time. : '

I cen’t tell you how cozmend-
atory the print job on Don-o-Saur
55 vas. It pade reading pleasur-
able, and moreover, as you seem to be
finishing wuch of your personal recounting, I see famnish ele-
Rents creeping back that looked sort of subdued for awhile, Rot
that I'w not reading along with your writicg, and if the ques-
tion you ended with is the focus of your invitation to comzent,
you really came up with a poser.

I consider education an intermediary in the course of
progress toward a proper consideration of the past. Of course
there are laggards and speeders in this--it isa‘t kept as uni-
fors as its eachinery of function.

So you see I'd consider talk about whether an education was

John Thiel
30 E. 19th St.
Lafayette, IR 47904
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successful as limited in its applicability.

I see in Roy Lavender’s letter that Nartin Fleishean is a
top rated scientist, It looked like Lavender had seen him at
LASPS. SP fao of the ‘50s Marty Pleishman bappened to be an
expert at experiment duplication and I wonder if it is the
seme one? You see, I ac alvays looking around for old-time
fans, and that's vhy I like it when you talk about fans in
your writing or letter colusn. Thanks for sustaining ey
interest for another issue.

Sheryl Birkhead
23629 Noodfield Road
Gaithersburg, KD 20882

fhe local news yesterday said that six out of ten 17-year-
olds can’t figure change due after buying a sandwich and Coke.
The county I live in has fumctiomal reading and math exams
which must be passed at various levels to be prosoted. I
actually sav parts of sowe of them and thought the level of
expectation was more than a trifle high. I mean those ques-
tions were ROT easy. One part of the path exar involved zap
reading and, to xy mind, the gap was not all that clear to
start with.

I do not know I.K.R.I. and so far no one else I've asked
knows, I was “directed” to ask a Catholic or am Bpiscopalian.
So far none found.

(Later): Pound I.R.R.I. in the back of an OLD dictionary--
still dide't give an explamation, just a tranmslation which
wasn't at all satisfactory, but I FOURD it.

I also had a strep infection that went bad, but instead of
rheusatic fever {vhich they kept checking for) I developed
chorea {"St. Vitus Dance") and for several years after that
kad frequent checks on heart function. I was kept out of
phys. ed. that year (seventh grade}, wbich didn’t upset ee in

the least.
(As &n aside - did you realize that the second dino [of
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Sheryl’s artwork that appeared ia the letter coluza of issue §§]

vas upside dowa?)

[Sure I did--after a large auaber of people pointed
it out. Just confiras what Carolyn bas said about ae
30 2any tizes: that ag sease of diraction is se bad I

can’t tell up froa dova.}

B. Ware fhaaks for Do§ 55. You have
1233 Surry Place an iapressive readership. I'a

Clebarne, IX 76031
eiga coatacts/alien eacodaters.

Tour cozmaats about the educational/intellectual level of for-

eign youth is right oa.
I thought you could use & need aore art, evea though

Sheryl’s was iaverted. Here’s soze stuff I hope you caa use.

especially iatrigued by your for-
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Garth Speacer

§3 - 4313 ¥atson §t,
Vaacoaver, B.C.
Canada 7SV 352

It's oae thing to hear ome of the peremaial shibboleths,
like Raericaa-pupils-are-toe-igaoraat-to-pound-saad. ¥e've
all beea igooring stuff like that aost of our lives. (Well, I
bave.) It's quite another thing to bear you confira it, on
the basis of first-haad ezperizace.

If in fact Aaericans, specifically are aore iqnorant ot
aver-age thaa otber people, what brought it oa? I've beea
thiokiag oa it and come up with the same factors that aust
apply evergwhere, Whea it cozes to kaowledge of aagthiag
outside of the coatineatal United States, I inagine the sheer
size of the couatry and the population has soaze consequences.
Perceptually, Azericans live ia their own world of ezperieance;
how aany see any world outside, lat aloae aay need to ezperi-
ence asything aore or aaything else? '

Naoy of a7 correspeadents live ia the Taited gtates, and
reqularly step outside (perceptually or literally), I get the
distiact lagression that the studeats you describe were never
ezposed to aoything outside this perceptual Aaerica--or,
pardaps aore srucially, to amy raasap vwhy it shaeld he iaper-
tant to thea,-

One of tha consequeaces of this perceptual Azerica is the

iaplication that nothing outside it is iaportant, or iadeed
that thers is nething outside. The suggestioa is chreaic aad
tire=soze on this side of the border...but that is a vhole
‘nother subject.

In any tise or place, io the kind of educatioaal systex
ve're usad to, prinary and secondary studeats resist educa-
tion, rasist passively any 1essage that there is soaething
they have to learn. I suspect the great 1ass of adults rein-
force this, vith a subliziaal [-don't-need-to-kaow-any-aore
sessage, But in a couatry that caam afford enough self-absorp-
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tion, which is almost a world in itself, doesn’t ignorance get a
lot sore reinforcement?

The weakness of the arqument I'm making is that previous
generations, with less general high school education, bave had
pore geperal knowledge--and respect for it. So saybe the matter
at haod isn’t geographical, but geperational.

¥bat do you think?

{He? Damn if I know. Could be a combination of size
and increased complacency and patiopal arrogance stem-
gisg fror the U.8.'s increased role as & world power
following World Kar II. I don’t have the pecessary
statistics to make adequate impressions, but I get the
“ippressiop that students in othber big countries, such
as China and the Soviet Union, have become increasingly
koovledgeable about the rest of the world as their own
countties have gained in world stature. So where does
that leave us?}

Barry Andruschak
P.0. Box 5309
forrance, CA 80510-5309

I an attending a two-veek school at the Technical Training
Center of the U.S. Postal Service in Normam, Oklahoma. Want to
know how bad it is here? This is the hometown of the Univ-
ersity of Oklahoea. A lot of students were unbappy when the
local wovie theaters refused to screen THE LAST TBHPTATION OF
CHRIST last year. Bible Belt, remember? So they decided to use
the funds and facilities of the University Student Unien to show
the file for three days pext month, The University Roard of
Regents stepped in aod banned the screeping. Period. To bell
vith acaderic freedom, Pirst Amendment and so on. The studesnts
are upset. Some of the faculty are upset. However, many alusni
have stated that they will withdraw finanocial support if the
file is shown, So there.

{Donolocs)

I do not currently speak a foreign language. This has not
been fros lack of effort or opportunity., My earliest memories
of school are from age 12, vhen I was at Slade Green County
Secondary School in Bngland, I remember that I was supposed
to try and learo French. I was more interested in reading SF
and playing chess. 0o 4 October, 1957, I had my 13th birthday.
Yes, that was the day the Russiams launched Sputnik I,

I remenber nothing about French today. Nothing. But after
I left Bngland in 1958, I dide’t study Preach in U.§. schools.
Use it or lose it, OF, so I arrived in Detroit in August 1958
and after a couple of interviews I was considered by the
Detroit teachers to be cne or two years ahead of the average
U.S. school kid of my age. So I was assigned to Cass Techrni-
cal High School, which is where all the above average students
vere assigned. Rowadays, I believe Cass Technical would be
called a "magnet school.®

Fow this was just after Sputnik, remember. Lots and lots
of money was floving into the Detroit school systes for sci-
ence education. I rode the wave of mooey. Biolegy, cheeistry,
physics, mathematics and a wide variety of bumapities. And
this included two years of German. But I was never really any
good at the Germar language, and once I left high school I
tever had an opportunity to use it, I lost it,

Lack of money prevented me from going to college. It did
sot prevent we froe joining the U.S. Kavy. I took the usual
battery of tests, and was rated as genius, I was assigned as
an Blectronics Technician. Shortly after that the best and
brightest of the Electronics Technicians were given a new
rating--Data Systews Technicians, assigned to maintain digital
cogputers on board ships. And Data Systems Technicians got
§150 extra pay a month.

Single, with money in By pocket, and assigned to places
like San Pramcisco and London, I took no further educational
courses. The pawe of the game was alcohol and sex. Especially
alcobol. And more alcobol. Aund...

When I sobered up at age 39, in the year 1984, I was ob-



38 DON-0-SAUR

begin four years of study at a theatre comservatory.

¥bat is an edacation for? I grappled with this question
pyself as I vent about selecting ay college aod beginning my
career there. The work I do here will be revarded with a Bache-
lor of Fine Arts degree fros the university with which the
school is affiliated. 1In order to be eligible for the degree,
the university alaost apologetically requires me to take a few
*real” academic courses.

The truth is that the ideal of the well-rounded, intellec-
tually versatile individual seems to bave been reduced to a
viewbook cliche--a turn of events that discourages this adeirer
¢f the Renaissaace zan. _

Therre is a twisted attitude about the. benefits of an edu-
cation that bas become very cosmon, and it may be sired in the
college applications process. Ose of the chief reasons I loath-
ed prep school was ey observation that, through a cozbination of
parental and scholastic pressures, the children tend to focus on
their transcripts, and worry only about getting into a college
that will please their families and future employers. The dos-
inant procederes of study are memorization and plagiarism: tac-
tics sy private school desounced, but never effectively coun-
selled against.

An ezinently educated man of my acquaintance whose opinion I
greatly respect used to advise bis students, "Take care of the
learning, and the grades will take care of themselves." (He bhas,
by the vay, retired from teaching since.} The age when that
azion was self-evident bas recently been eclipsed by onme in
wbich standardized tests, oot to mention the curricula of many

private schools, are focused alsost exclusively on the individu-

al’'s ability to take tests. Intellectual development is an
option which obe may pursue if time permits. MNore often than
pot, students don't.

The twist is a subtle onme: young people are focusing on what
an education can get thes, rather than what it can do for thes.
After some debate, I have decided not to screas into the

boles in Nr. Bawke's offhand arqueents agaimst gun control.

(Donolocs)

Suffice it to say, this is one gun-owner who does not have a
bigh opinion of that ipsensitive empire known as the RRA. Doo-
o-Saur is not looking for that debate right now.

Terry Jeeves

56 Red Scar Drive
Scarborough Y012 5RQ
England

Your accounts of varying types of education brought me up
against one snag in equating it with our system over here.
hzsricans have grades, and one travels up them, Khat I den't
vnderstand is what age they correspond to, and bow many are
there? Does grade 1 start at age 5 (as education gemerally
does in the UK) or at a higher or lower age? Here the range
is 5 to 16 years at State School ... but pupils can stay on
for further qualifications or going to college.

{Communication is a probles at best, isp’t it! The
siaplest concepts can be the source of dark mystery and
confusiop because of differences in background of the cos-
gunicators. OK. In some places in the U.S., kids start
pre-school or kindergarten at age § or earlier. [First
grade is for those aged 6 or 7 {depending on xhen the .
birthday falls). Grades 1-6 are primary school. Grades
7-9 are middle school or junior high (it was grades 7
and 8 when I was a kid, but that was a while ago). High
school is grades 10-12. The terz ‘secondary school® is
also used to refer to grades 7-12 in some places. Kost
students graduate from high school at age 17 or 18. Bache-
lor’s degrees result frow four years of college, Kaster's
require at least one more year, plus Thesis. Doctor’s de-
grees can take forever.|

Your most vital question (which I have never seen answered
by educationists or anyome in authority, is "Whbat IS an educa-
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solete. I bad bung onto ny job at JPL by the skin of my teeth.
But Cballenger killed sevea astronauts and the NASA Plametary
Bxploratioa Program at JPL. Massive layoffs included me. I was
upeaployed for one whole year. My lack of any significant
education in the previous 20 years was a baodicap. So was being
over the age of 40. I wound up at the Post Office sizply be-
cause nobody else wanted ze,

The future is oot rosy. Maybe if I could find the money and
tize, I might go back to college. But could I find the wotiva-
tion? Would time and memey spent going to college and getting a
degree translate into a better paying job when over age 50?7

You already koow the aoswer. Last April I spent §2,000 for
a vonderful three-veek vacation at the Grand Canyon. RNext year,
if possible, I would like to spend five weeks in Africa, at a
cost of 93,500, In between times I spend a lot of tise in the
vilderness, hikinog oo ay own or with the Sierra Club. I have
learned a lot about the bistory of the California wilder-ness
areas that I bike ip. I bave learned a lot about the local
ecology. I az learaing a lot of new skills. But this was all
for pleasure. _

Going on to anmother topic, you state om page 23 that if
drugs were decrininalized, the crime rate aight declipe. I
think that depends on what you mean by “decrinminalized.® Should
that mean that "crack,” heroia, cocaine and all the rest be as
available as alcohol? That is about the only situatioh that
aight work. 0o the other hand, howv aany aore burat-out addicts
will you bave that will vapder the streets? Should we feed and
bouse thes, and if so, at what cost?

I thiok about this a lot lately, sioce the subject of the
Los Angeles winos bas bzen in the papers lately, After all, a
fev saall changes in circumstances and I could bave beea one of
those LA Skid Row winos, Anyhow, Gallo, after being subjected to
a lot of pressure, is going along with the coacept of bacaing
fortified wines like Thuaderbird from skid row stores. .

(And this should make you laugh if nothing else I have ever
written bas: The mewspapers reported that a lot of money was
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spent on a study as to why the beverage of choice of the skid-
rov alcobolic vas fortified vines. After spending thousands
and thousands of dollars on this study, they concluded that
these wines gave more alcobol for the momey than angthing else
on the aarket. Jesus, I could bave told thea that. So could
nost of Alcobolics Anonymous. I am sure lots of those skid
rov vioes teld ther that early on. Where is Semator Proxaire
and bis Golden Pleece Award whem we need hia?

Given our track record on the way we treat, or do oot
treat, ternioal alcobolics, what would you suggest we do with
the large increase of tersinal addicts that will result if all™
drugs are legalized? where will the momey coze froa? Right .;
oow, aost of the addicts who want treatment caosot get it. Noj;f
facilities, no soney. And let us be bomest, Alcoholics Auony-'ff"
eous, Narcotics Anonysous and all the other 12-step groups -
bave a poor record for long term recovery anyway...

{The aopey should be the easy part: it would come froa

the licensing fee for manufacturers and dealers and the 90

" percent tax oo the product. No satter bow you look at it,
legalization and treatment can scarcely cost more than is
being spent now on futile atteapts to wipe out the drug
scourge, Sose alcobolic beverages, such es absiathe, are =
effectively outlawed nov. fhe deadliest of the drugs, such =
as crack, could be similarly restricted (and vould he less- -
in demaad if safer drugs were available. Sisple quality  —
control should cut do#n on the number of deaths. The poor
record of recovery prograas is indisputable, but at least
we alcobolics bave freedos of choice.}

I suppose the person whose naae
appears at the top of this page
aust seem a coaplete stramger. But

po, such is not quite the case; this
is, or was, Dave D'Amaassa. I bave bad ay oame changed for
reasons I won't bore you with, and moved to Chicagolaad to

Algeroon §. Stevart
310 ¥. Belden #2156
Chicago, IL 60614
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tion for?" Suggest it is to fit people to do a job and ears
their living, aod howls of protest arise. All you ever get are
gegseralities: "To lead a fuller life," ‘ready to take ome’s
place in society,” “to help ooe develop their potential®.., but
RBVER what the aiam really is, or what should be taught as basic
in getting there. I taught Secoadary School (12-16) for 32
years and never found a satisfying answer.

Query: Anyone out there interested in trading paperbacks and
bardcovers published over bere for those published in the Sta-

tes?
{Teab, I aa, even if po oge else is.}

Pavel Gregorif Ir.
Yoskanac 22
41000 Zagreb, Tugoslavia

I feel I ove a growling excuse to the readers for certain
parts of ay letter in Do§ 55. I said the USA was the best war-
equipped country in the world. After consulting auaerous books
and brooding over the question "is the United States militarily
superior to the USSR," I faced another question: "Has it ever
been?®

The Russians have a proved edge over Americaas in the quan-
tity of veapons, that's for sure. Americans like to claia
they're qualitatively abead, but uofortusately the stateseat
about quantity can be and is proved, wher:as that about quality
is much less provable. I found some data on the Soviet su-
periority in multiple-varbead aissiles, subaarinmes, ships and
fighters. To tell you the truth, I've seea Mi6-29 fighters in
the air and can assure you its perforaance equals or exceeds
HcDonnell Douglas P-15 Bagles or F/A-18 Horpets,

However, it is well known that the best of the Russian
scientists are deeply involved in their military effort, ualike
the Aserican scientific elite. Furtheraore, Russian military
expenditures are far greater than American, and vhat's the most
terrifying - the Soviets do not talk about everythiog they are
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doing. There is an area in which the U.§. has a military ad-
vaotage - electronics, particularly cosputers, Asmerican nilj-
tary devices of all kinds are gemerally much more sophisti-
cated, -

But what good of it? fThe Russians can over-kill Asericans
17 times, while Americans can do it "oaly® 12 tizes... This is
nonsense! Childrea do not talk like that aoy mere.

We aust be pacifists and optinists. I wish sobody bad any
nilitary advantage... Wouldn't it be better to use that mogey
instead of for ailitary purposes, in feeding the huagry child-
ren of Africa and Asia, or in peaceful space researches and -
general development of science. It's an anguishing burden to ..

die of hunger or preventable deaths - DAILY. Aod ouly one .=~

"Pershing® or $5-21'could save their life... '
This is one of the most disputable subjects than can be in-

cited, Since you are the citizens of ome of the parties I

bave been zenticning, I'd like to hear your opinions.

{It's bard to be optiaistic in the face of govern-
mental and bureaucratic stupidity and intransigence; of
course it makes more semse to spend momey saving lives
than in preparing to destroy them; but ailitary leaders
have their own priorities, and they’re in charge.)

I never enjoyed school although I 3
vas a Hational Merit ‘Scbolar and was id ™
honor classes in high school and fre-

quently on the Dean’s List in college.

I hated college so much that it took me 12 years to meander
through, via four schools & a lot of tiae off doing other
things. I occasionally encounter prejudice because of this. A
recent exanple came when ay boss, a Priaceton grad, fouod me
reading The Nall Street Journal, °‘Why are you reading that?!’
be said, This from someone who when he was sick for 10 days
read Nevsveek and one book!

Ann Greenberg
1602 B. 18th St.
Brooklya BY 11230
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I dislike school, not learning or research & subscribe to
approxinately 50 publications. I go to two different libraries
each veek, reading about five books a week (I read very fast).
Because I bad a rough time enduring school, bowever, he has no
respect vhatsoever for my brain, It doesn’t matter that I solve
all the computer problems in the office. If I couldn't get
thorugh college in four years, I'm a loser.

1've known other people over the years who took their time
through school. They haven’t been the most successful at moving
through the corporate ranks, but they were usually more intense
in their interests than others. fhese are people who allowed &
even wvelcomed the outside world impinging on °study time" &
other such nonsense.

Remember the "grinds® of your high school, the ones that did
nothing but study? These are the people who grow up to hate
books, not people like me who bad to learn everything useful at
the library. I guess wbat I'm saying is that tbis aspect of

(Art by Brian Cooper) &\\

{Donolocs)

education is even more alarming than the systen’s lack of
ability to teach the slower children or raise the general
level of mediocrity. One of the best examples I saw of this
vas during a recent trip to Burope. The nevsstands were huge
& packed vith special interest magazines. Im the U.§., few
people develop an interest in anything beyond TV, Who needs
15 nagazines for amateur pilots and flight buffs? Just turn
on the remote! Kho needs real news analysis? Read USA foday
k Fime!

Also Heard Fromnm:

Rutb Bersan, Bill Bridget, Terry Broose, Scott Gray,
Berislav Pinjub, Brad Simor, Alan J. Sullivan, David
Thayer, Charles Thowpson Jr. R, Laurraipe Tutihasi,
Hichael ¥. Waite, Jean Weber,
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DON C. THOMPSON
3735 W. 81st Place
Westminster, CO 80030
(303} 429-3750

I specialize in the very scarcest of first editions-- bound and unbound advance proof
These are sent to reviewers for their comments before publication of the books.

Virtually all the items listed here are science fiction, fantasy or horror books published

within the past two or three years,

on the front cover, as indicated in the individual listing.

KEN APPLEBY

The Voice of Cepheus
Ballantine (°89) $3.95
{unbound proofs dj laid on)
My price S15

JUANITA COULSON

The Past of Forever
DelRey (°89) $3.95

unb. prf. cover laid on
My price $15

DANIEL daCRUZ

- Hixed Doubles (’89)
Del Rey 261pp $3.95 unb prf
My price $10

DAVE DUNCAN

West of January

DelRey 344pp(°89)$3.95 unb prf
My price S10

MICK FARREN

Last Stand of the DNA Cowboya
DelRey 284pp ('89) $3.95

unb prf cover laid on

My price $15

JOE CLIFFORD FAUST
Desperate Heasures

Del Rey (°89) $3.9%
unbd prf cover laid on
My price $15

LEO FRANKOWSKI

The Flying Warlord
DelRey (’'89) $3.95

unb. prf. cover laid on
My price §15

LEO FRANKOWSKI

The Radiant Warrior
Del Rey (°89) $3.95
unb, prf cover laid on
My price $15

JOE CLIFFORD FAUST
Precious Cargo

DelRey (89) $3.95

unb. prf. My price $10

CRAWFORD KILIAR

Gryphon (’89)

DelRey 261pp $3.95 unb prf
My price $10

ROSEMARY KIRSTEN

The Steerswoman

DelRey (°89) $3.95

unb. prf cover laid on
My price $15

STEVE MILLER & SHARON LEE
Carpe Diem

DelRey (°89) $3.95

unb, prf. cover laid on
Hy price S15

JAMES LUCENO

A Fearful Symmetry
Ballantine (°89) $3.95
{unbound prf; dj laid on}
My price $15

DENNIS McCARTY

Lords of Thlassa Mey
DelRey (°89) $3.9%5
unb. prf cover laid on
Hy price $15

JACK McKINNEY

The End of the Circle
{Robotech #18) Del Rey (89
$4.95 unb. prf. cover

Mv orice $15 o o

DONALD MOFFITT

Crescent in the Sky

Del Rey ('89) $3.95

unb. prf., cover laid on
85

KAREN RIPLEY

Prisoner of Dreams
Del Rey (°89) $3.95
unb prf cover laid on
Hy price S15

CHRISTOPHER ROWLEY

The Founder

DelRey (°89) $3.95 unb prf
cover laid on

My price $15

PATRICK H. ADKINS

Lord of the Crooked Paths
Ace (°B7) $2.95) bp w/let
Hy price $12.%50

PIERS ANTHONY

Being a Green Mother
DelRey (°87) bp $16.95
My price $50

(Ed.) LOU ARONICA

(et al) Full Spectrum II
Found/Dbldy (‘'89) $19,95
Hy price 345

ISAAC ASIMOV

lemesis

Dbldy/Found (’89) $18.95 bp
Hy price $50

ISAAC Asmov
Azazel
Found/Dbldy (‘88)

$16.95 bp
Hy price $35

ROBERT LYMN ASPRIN

& LYNN ABBEY

Thieves World 10: Aftermath
Ace, (’'87) $3.50 bp

Hy price $15

A.A. ATTANASIO

The Last Legends of Earth
Found/Dbldy (°89) $18.95 bp
Hy price $40

J. G. BALLARD

Hello America

Carroll & Graf 224pp $17.95 bp
(1st U.S. pub, 1988)w/let,

iy price $40

MHost are in mint condition,

though a few have markings

PETER S. BEAGLE

The Folk of the Alr

Del Rey (°B7) 30pp $15.95 bp
My price §50

CHARLES BEAMER

Yhen the Gods Returned
DelRey (‘B6) $2.95 bp
My price 510

ELAINE BERGSTROM
Shattered Glass
Berkley (°89) $3.95 bp
Hy price $10

MICHAEL BISHOP

Unicorn Mountain

Arbor House, ('88) $17.95 bp
{markings on fc)

Hy price $35

RAY BRADBURY

The Toynbee Convector
Knopf, (°88) $17.95 bp
Hy price $50

TERRY BROOKS

HWizard at Large bp

Del Rey (°88) $17.95 (w/dj))
Hy price $45

TERRY BROOKS

The Black Unicorn

Del Rey (°87) $16.95 bp
Iy price $40

STEVEN BRUST

The Sun, the Moon & the Stars
Berkley (’87) $17.95 bp

Hy price $35

CHARLES H. BUCK

Haster Cure

Berkley, (’'89) $3.95 bp
Hy price -- $10

{Ed.) ALGIS BUDRYS

Hriters of the Future V
Bridge, 427pp $4.95

long proofs bound in vinyl
Hy price $20

{Ed.) TERRY CARR

Best SF & Fantasy of Yr. 16
TOR (1987} 402pp $17.95 bp
My price $4S

JACK L. CHALKER

Riders of the Winds

Ace ('88) $3.50 pb w/let,
My price $12.50

JACK L. CHALKER

Lords of the Middle Dark I
DelRey ('86) $3.50 bp

Hy price $10



ROBERT R. CHASE :
Game of Fox and Lion °/
DelRey (°86) $2.95 bp
My price $10

C.J. CHERRYH

Rusalka i
Ballantine (’89) $18.95 bp
My price -- $45

ARTHUR C. CLARKE

2061, Odyssey Three (bp)
Del Rey (°88) $17.95 let. inc.
Hy price $40

DOUGLAS CLEGG

Goat Dance

Pocket Books {°89) $4.50

bp 11X8-1/2 w/letter rare fmt
My price $25

HAL CLEMENT
Still River
DelRey ('87) $16.95 bp
My price $S40

MICHAEL GREATREX CONEY

King of the Sceptered Isle

NAL Books, (‘89) $18.95 bp
My price -- $40

ROLAND ANTHONY CROSS
Prisoners of Paradise
Hatts (’88) $16.95 (bp /dji)
My price $40

DANIEL da CRUZ

Texas Triumphant

DelRey (°87) $15.95 b.p.
Hy price $40

SUSAN DEXTER
Hountains of Channadran
DelRey {'86) $3.50 bp
My price $10

GORDON R. DICKSON

Hay of the Pilgrim
Ace hc (°87) 516.95 bp
My price $40

GORDON R. DICKSON
The Forever Man

Ace (’'86) $16.95 bhp
Hy price $40

DAVID DRAKE

Dagger

Ace {'88) $3.50 bp w/let.
Hy price $12.50

HAYLAND DREW
The Haster of Norriya
DelRey (°86) $2.95 bp
Hy price §10

WAYLAND DREW

Hillow

DelRey (’88) $3.95 bp
Hy price $10

DAVE DUNCAN

The Coming of Wisdom
DelRey (‘88) $3.50 bp
My price S10

CEi

DAVID DUNCAN

Shadow

DelRey (°87) $2.95 bp
Hy price S10

DAVID DUNCAN

The Destiny of the Sword
Del Rey (°88) $3.95 bp
Hy price $10

DAVID EDDINGS

~ Demon Lord of Karanda

DelRey (‘88) $18.95 bp
My price $45

DAVID EDDINGS

Sorceress of Darshiva

Del Rey (°89) $19.95 bp dj
My price $50

DAVID EDDINGS

King of the Murgos
DelRey (°88) $16.95 bhp
Hy price $4%

LIOYD ARTHUR ESHBACH
The Sorceress of Scath
DelRey (°88) $3.50 bp
Hy price $10

MICK FARREN

The Long Orbit
DelRey (°88) $3.95 bp
My price $10

JOE CLIFFORD FAUST
The Company Man
DelRey (’'88) $3.95 bp
Hy price $10

(ed)} DAVID DRAKE/BILL FAWCETT
The Fleet

Ace (’'88) $S3.50 bp w/let.

My price $12,50

RAYHOND E. FEIST

Prince of the Blood
Found/Dbldy (°89) $18.95 bp
Hy price $40

WILLIAM R. FORSTCHEN -
Assassin Gambit
DelRey (‘88) $3.95 bp
Hy price S10

LESLIE GADALLAH

The Loremasters
DelRey $3.50 (‘88) bp
My price $10

CHARLES L. GRANT

The Best of Shadows
Found/Dbldy (’88) $15.95 bp
let. inc. writing on fc

My price 335‘

GEARY GRAVEL

The Pathfinders
DelRey (‘86) $2.95 bp
Hy price $10

BARBARA HAMBLY

The Silicon Mage
DelRey (’88) $3.95 bp
Hy price 10

BARBARA HAMBLY

Those tho Hunt the Night
DelRey (’'88) S16.95 bp
award winner let. inc,
Hy price $%0

CHARLES L. HARNESS
Krono

Hatts (°88) $16.95 bp
My price $35

HARRY HARRISOM

Return to Eden

Bantam (°88) 518.95 bp
{includes pub. material)
Hy price $45

VWIARD HAWKINS

Blaze of Wrath
DelRey (‘86) $2.95 bp
Hy price $S10

WARD HAWKINS

Porch of Pear

Del Rey (°87) $2.95 bp
Hy price S10

TOM HOLT

Hho's Afraid of Beowulf?
St. Hartin's ('88) $15.95
My price $3s

GERARD DANIEL HOUARNER
The Bard of Sorcery
Del Rey ('86) $2.95 bp
My price $10

L. RON HUBBARD

Black Genesis (M.BE. 2)
Bridge, $18.95

proof in wms. form (let. inc)
My price 590

L. RON HUBBARD

Villany Victorious (H.E. 9)
Bridge, 419pp $18.95
advance reading copy

My price $60

L. ROH HUBBARD

An Alien Affair (M.B. 4)
Bridge $18.95 (w/letter)
{proof in ms. form)

Hy price $S0

'L. RON HUBBARD

Death Quest (M.E. 6)
Bridge 3S1pp 518.95
advance reading copy
Hy price $60

L. RON HUBBARD

Voyage of Vengeance (M.E.7)
Bridge 373pp $18.95
advance reading copy

Hy price $60



L. RON HUBBARD

Final Blackout (1988)
Bridge, 184pp, $16.35 bp
My price -- $55

L. ROM HUBBARD
Disaster (M.E. 8)
Dridge 337pp $18.95
advance reading copy
Hy price $60

L. RON HUBBARD

The Doomed Planet (M.E.10)
Bridge 389pp $18.95
advance reading copy

Ny price $S60

L. RON HUBBARD

The Enemy Within (M.E. 3)
Bridge S18.95 (w/letter)
proof in ms. form)

My price 590

PETER JAMES

Possession

Doubleday (°'89) $$17.95 bp
Hy price 540

KATHARINE KERR

The Bristling Wood
Fndtn/Dblday (°'89) $18.95 bp
Hy price 540

BERNARD KING

Destroying Angel

St. Hartin’s (8B} $19.95

rev. name on fc of bp
My price $35

G.C. EDHMONDSON/C.H. KOTLAN
The Cunningham Equations
DelRey ('86) $2.95 bp

My price S10

G.C. EDMONDSOM/C.M. KOTLAN
The Black Magician

DalRey $2.95 (°'86) hp

My price $10

FATHERINE KURTZ

The Harrowing of Gwynedd
DelRey (°'89) $17.95 bp
My price $45

KATHERINE KURTZ

The Quest for St. Camber
DelRey {’86) $16.95 bp
edge of fc faded

Hy price $40

STEVE HILLER/SHARON LEE
Agent of Change

DelRey (°88) $3.50 bp
My price S10

MEGAN LINDHOLM

The Reindeer Prople

Ace (°'88) $3.50 pb w\let
Hy price S12

NICHOLAS LUARD

Gondar

Simon & Schuster (°83) bp cc
$19.95 Hy price--545

BARRY N. MALZBERG

The Remaking of Sig. Freud
DelRey (°85) hp $§2.95

My price $12.50

R.A. HcAVOY

The Third Eagle

Found/Dbldy (°89) $18.95 bp
My price S40

AHNNE HcCAFEREY

The Renegades of Pern

Del Rey, {°89) $19.95 bp dj
My price $S50

ANNE McCAFFREY
Dragonsdawn

DelRey (°'88) $18.95 bp
My price $45

HICHAEL McCOLLUM
Antares Passage

DelRey ('87) $3.%50 bp
My price $10

JACK McKINNEY

Robotech 6: Doomsday
DelRey (‘'87) $2.95 bp
Hy price $10

JACK McKINNEY

Sentinels #1: The Devil’'s Hand
DelRey {(°88) $2.95 bp

Hy price S10

{FEd.) SCOTT HMICHAELSEN
Portable Darkness

An Aleister Crowley Reader
Fwds R.A. Wilson &P-Orridge
Harmony (‘89) $21.95--S50

HAYDN MIDDLETON
The People in the Picture
Ballntne (°88) $16.95 bp w/let
My price S40

Hy price $40

DAVID MOFFITT

The Genesis Quest
DelRey (°'B6) $3.50 bp
Hy price $10

HICHAEL HOORCOCK

The Fortress of the Pearl
Ace (°89) $16.95 bp

My price $45

HICHAEL MOORCOCK

The City in the Autumn Stars
Nce (°'89) 516.95 bp w/let.
My price 3545

DANIEL KEYS HORAN

The Ring

Found/Dbldy (°88) $19.95 bp
My price $45

ANDREW NEIDERMAN

Perfect Little Angles

Berkley (°89) $3.95 bp pub mat
My price 510

DAVID F. NIGHBERT
Timelapse

Sr.. Hartins (°88B) bp
iy price $10

TI1{ POWERS

On Stranger Tides
Ace (°B7) $16.95 bp
{award winner)

Hy price $45

STEVE PERRY/HICHAEL REAVES
The Omega Cage

Ace (°88) $3.50 bp w/let
Iy price $12.50

JOEL ROSENBERG

The Warrior Lives
NAL (°'B9) S17.95 bp
pub. letter included
Hy price $40

FAHELA SARGENT

Venus of Shadows
[ound/Dbldy (°88) $12.95 bp
Hy price $45

JOHH SAUL

Creature

Pantam (°'89) $12.95 bp pub mat
My price 330

JOEL HENRY SHERIAN
Corpseman

Nel Rey {'88) $3.50 bp
1ty price $10

I.. NEIL SHITH

Henry Hartyn

TOR ('89) $17.95 bp
Hy price -~ $35

5.P. SOMTOW

Aquila & Sphinx (Aquiliad III)
DelRey (°'BB) $3.95 bp

1ty price $S10

P.C. WREDE/CAROLINE STEVERMER
Sorcery and Cecelia

Nce (°'88) $2.95 bp w/let.

My price $12.50

IIARRY TURTLEDOVE

An Emperor for the Legion
DelRey (°87) $3.50 bp
'y price S$10

RNOBERT CHARLES WILSON
Gypsies

Found/Dbldy (°89) bp S$S16.95
My price $40

ted.} DOUGLAS E. WINTER
Prime Evil

HAL (°88) bp $18.95

Hy price §50

CHELSEA QUINN YARBRO
A Flame in Byzantium
Tor (°87) $17.95 bp
Hy price $45
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